


What is Adversity? 

Oxford: A difficult or unpleasant situation. 

 

Webster: A state or instance of serious or 
continued difficulty or misfortune. 



Just One Example Today: 

Open Doors noted that India rose to its highest rank 
ever, No. 15, amid the continued rise of Hindu 
nationalism. “An average of 40 incidents were 
reported per month, including pastors beaten, 
churches burned and Christians harassed,” stated 
Open Doors. “Of the 64 million Christians in India, 
approximately 39 million experience direct 
persecution.”  Christianity Today, January 2017 



How we might respond? 

• Abandon faith in Christ? 

• Move to another city or country? 

• Fight back? 

• Take them to court? 



Prayer for Boldness Acts 4:23-31 



The Believers Pray for Boldness 
23 When they were released, they went to their 
friends and reported what the chief priests and 
the elders had said to them. 24 And when they 
heard it, they lifted their voices together to God 
and said, “Sovereign Lord, who made the 
heaven and the earth and the sea and 
everything in them,  



25 who through the mouth of our father David, 
your servant, said by the Holy Spirit, 

“‘Why did the Gentiles rage, 
    and the peoples plot in vain? 
26 The kings of the earth set themselves, 
    and the rulers were gathered together, 
    against the Lord and against his Anointed’— 
27 for truly in this city there were gathered 
together against your holy servant Jesus,  



whom you anointed, both Herod and Pontius 
Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the peoples 
of Israel, 28 to do whatever your hand and your 
plan had predestined to take place. 29 And now, 
Lord, look upon their threats and grant to your 
servants to continue to speak your word with all 
boldness, 30 while you stretch out your hand to 
heal, and signs and wonders are performed 
through the name of your holy servant Jesus.” 

 



31 And when they had prayed, the place in which 
they were gathered together was shaken, and 
they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and 
continued to speak the word of God with 

boldness.  Acts 4:23-31 



The Lord’s Prayer 

& 

Pastoral Prayer 



Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, your will be done, 
    on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
And forgive us our sins, 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 

For yours is the kingdom and the power 

and the glory forever. Amen. 



Pastoral 

Prayer 



Today’s Roadmap 

• A Plea for Mercy 

• A Prayer for Boldness 

• A Healing Prayer 

• A Signs & Wonders Prayer 

• The Answers to Prayer 



Some kind of  prayer! 
29 And now, Lord, look upon their threats and 
grant to your servants to continue to speak your 
word with all boldness, 30 while you stretch out 
your hand to heal, and signs and wonders are 
performed through the name of your holy 
servant Jesus.” 



A Plea for Mercy 
29 And now, Lord, look upon their threats and 
grant to your servants to continue to speak your 
word with all boldness, 30 while you stretch out 
your hand to heal, and signs and wonders are 
performed through the name of your holy 
servant Jesus.” 
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performed through the name of your holy 
servant Jesus.” 



Some kind of  prayer! 
29 And now, Lord, look upon their threats and 
grant to your servants to continue to speak your 
word with all boldness, 30 while you stretch out 
your hand to heal, and signs and wonders are 
performed through the name of your holy 
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word with all boldness, 30 while you stretch out 
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Prayers Answered! 

31 And when they had prayed, the place in which 
they were gathered together was shaken, and 
they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and 
continued to speak the word of God with 
boldness. 
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OBTW: 

He lived there[Rome] two whole years at 
his own expense, and welcomed all who 
came to him, proclaiming the kingdom of 
God and teaching about the Lord Jesus 
Christ with all boldness and without 
hindrance.                                 Acts 28:30-31 



Wrap-up 

The New Testament Church, burdened for 
their lost neighbors, pled for boldness in 
the face of adversity. Their witness was of 
higher priority than their welfare. 




