


Of those celebrating freedom,
how many are

truly experiencing it?





Freedom:
power or right to act, speak, or think

as one wants without
hindrance or restraint

Oxford Dictionary





Consider:
What is freedom, really, and
what does it mean for those

who are “in Christ?”





It is for freedom that Christ has set 
us free. Stand firm, then, and do not 
let yourselves be burdened again by 

a yoke of slavery.

Galatians 5:1
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“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because 
he has anointed me to proclaim good 
news to the poor. He has sent me to 

proclaim freedom for the prisoners and 
recovery of sight for the blind, to set the 

oppressed free. – Luke 4:18

So if the Son sets you free, you will be 
free indeed. – John 8:36 

The thief comes only to steal and kill and 
destroy; I have come that they may have 

life, and have it to the full.  – John 10:10 
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So why would Paul need to issue
this warning to those

who are supposedly in Christ?



2 Mark my words! I, Paul, tell you 
that if you let yourselves be 

circumcised, Christ will be of no 
value to you at all. 3 Again I declare 

to every man who lets himself be 
circumcised that he is obligated to 
obey the whole law. 4 You who are 

trying to be justified by the law have 
been alienated from Christ; you 

have fallen away from grace.



5 For through the Spirit we eagerly 
await by faith the righteousness for 
which we hope. 6 For in Christ Jesus 

neither circumcision nor 
uncircumcision has any value. The 

only thing that counts is faith 
expressing itself through love. 

Galatians 5:2-6
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…the creation looks forward to the 
day when it will join God’s children 
in glorious freedom from death and 

decay.  – Romans 8:21



5 For through the Spirit we eagerly 
await by faith the righteousness for 
which we hope. 6 For in Christ Jesus 

neither circumcision nor 
uncircumcision has any value. The 

only thing that counts is faith 
expressing itself through love.



“A new command I give you: Love 
one another. As I have loved you, so 

you must love one another. 35 By 
this everyone will know that you are 

my disciples, if you love one 
another.” – John 13:34-35

1 Corinthians 13

John 15



The freedom found 
in Christ is sufficient,

yet the battle over freedom is real.



You were running a good race. Who 
cut in on you to keep you from 

obeying the truth? 8 That kind of 
persuasion does not come from the 
one who calls you. 9 “A little yeast 
works through the whole batch of 
dough.” 10 I am confident in the 
Lord that you will take no other 

view. The one who is throwing you 
into confusion, whoever that may 
be, will have to pay the penalty. 



11 Brothers and sisters, if I am still 
preaching circumcision, why am I 

still being persecuted? In that case 
the offense of the cross has been 

abolished. 12 As for those agitators, I 
wish they would go the whole way 

and emasculate themselves!

Galatians 5:7-12
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The Judaizers:
a group of Jewish Christians who

believed Christianity was the ultimate
fulfillment of Jewish hope, and

so all Christians must be initiated
into Israel through circumcision

and full adherence to the Jewish law 
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Freedom in Christ is
freedom in Christ.



11 Brothers and sisters, if I am still 
preaching circumcision, why am I 

still being persecuted? In that case 
the offense of the cross has been 

abolished. 12 As for those agitators, I 
wish they would go the whole way 

and emasculate themselves!



At this point, it would be easy
to think that freedom is

only for our personal benefit.



You, my brothers and sisters, were 
called to be free. But do not use 

your freedom to indulge the flesh; 
rather, serve one another humbly in 
love. 14 For the entire law is fulfilled 
in keeping this one command: “Love 
your neighbor as yourself.” 15 If you 
bite and devour each other, watch 

out or you will be destroyed by each 
other.

Galatians 5:13-15
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power or right to act, speak, or think

as one wants without
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Live as free people, but do not use your 
freedom as a cover-up for evil; live as 

God’s slaves – 1 Peter 2:16

What shall we say, then? Shall we go on 
sinning so that grace may increase? 2 By 
no means! We are those who have died 

to sin; how can we live in it any longer? –
Romans 6:1-2

In the same way, count yourselves dead 
to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. –

Romans 6:11
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How can you know if you’re
more v15 than v14?

• Critical?
• Talking behind people’s backs?
• Focused on the shortcomings of 

others instead of their strengths?
• Loving self more than others?





So:
What is freedom, really, and
what does it mean for those

who are “in Christ?”



If you’re free in Christ,
it means you:

Live in fullness



If you’re free in Christ,
it means you:

Live in fullness
Reorient your perspective



Every generation of Americans 
needs to know that freedom exists 
not to do what you like, but having 

the right to do what you ought.
- Actor Jim Caviezel
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Remember



If you’re free in Christ,
it means you:

Live in fullness
Reorient your perspective

Remember
Celebrate



So today,

What is freedom to you?

Are you experiencing it?

And what does it mean if
you are in Christ?




