
Fourth Sunday 
in 

Advent 
2017 

The Nunc Dimittis 



What’s a Nunc Dimittus? 

•  nunc dimittis servum tuum Domine 
secundum verbum tuum in pace 

 

• Now dismiss your servant, Sovereign Lord, as 
you have promised, in peace. 



Advent 2017: How we got here 

1. Luke 1:46-55: Mary’s Song 

2. Luke 1:67-79: Zechariah’s Song 

3. Luke 2:8-20: The Angels’ Song 

4. Luke 2:22-35: Simeon’s Song 



Mary’s Song 

Change in my life happens when 
the Christmas story becomes 
my story, and when Jesus the 
Messiah becomes my savior. 



Zechariah’s Song 

I find meaning for my life 
when the purpose of John 
the Baptist becomes my 
life’s purpose. 



The Angels’ Song 

I find peace in the Christmas 
season through 
reconciliation with God and 
others in Jesus Christ. 



Advent 2017: The Songs of Christmas 

1. Luke 1:46-55: Mary’s Song 

2. Luke 1:67-79: Zechariah’s Song 

3. Luke 2:8-20: The Angels’ Song 

4. Luke 2:22-35: Simeon’s Song 



Jesus Presented in the Temple 
22 When the time came for the purification 
rites required by the Law of Moses, Joseph 
and Mary took him to Jerusalem to present 
him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the 
Law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male is to 
be consecrated to the Lord”), 24 and to 
offer a sacrifice in keeping with what is said 



in the Law of the Lord: “a pair of doves or 
two young pigeons.” 
25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem called 
Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He 
was waiting for the consolation of Israel, 
and the Holy Spirit was on him. 26 It had 
been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit 
that he would not die before he had seen 



the Lord’s Messiah. 27 Moved by the Spirit, 
he went into the temple courts. When the 
parents brought in the child Jesus to do for 
him what the custom of the Law required, 
28 Simeon took him in his arms and praised 
God, saying: 29 “Sovereign Lord, as you 
have promised, you may now dismiss your 
servant in peace. 
 



30 For my eyes have seen your salvation, 
31 which you have prepared in the sight of 
all nations: 32 a light for revelation to the 
Gentiles, and the glory of your people 
Israel.” 
33 The child’s father and mother marveled 
at what was said about him. 34 Then 
Simeon blessed them and said to Mary,  



his mother: “This child is destined to cause 
the falling and rising of many in Israel, and 
to be a sign that will be spoken against, 
35 so that the thoughts of many hearts will 
be revealed. And a sword will pierce your 
own soul too.” 

Luke 2:22-35 



The Lord’s Prayer 
& 

Pastoral Prayer 



Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, your will be done, 
    on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
And forgive us our sins, 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 

For yours is the kingdom and the power 

and the glory forever. Amen. 



Pastoral Prayer 



Today’s Focus: 

Simeon’s life is a model for Christians of 
what it means to wait on the Lord, and 
informs us of a distinctive values system 
which allows us to wait with both patience 
and purpose. 





Your Bucket List? 

• Travel to a foreign Country? 

• Watch the Super Bowl from the 50-yard line? 

• Shop on Rodeo Drive in Beverly Hills, CA? 

• Have dinner at the White House? 

• Run for office…and get elected? 

• Win an argument with your spouse? 

• Balance the checkbook? 
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Before I die? 

• Travel to a foreign Country? 

• Watch the Super Bowl from the 50-yard line? 

• Shop on Rodeo Drive in Beverly Hills, CA? 

• Have dinner at the White House? 

• Run for office…and get elected? 

• Win an argument with your spouse? 

• Balance the checkbook? 



Why do we have bucket lists? 

Two important assumptions: 

1. We are running out of time…in this life. 

2. We can’t do fun things when we are dead. 



Bucket List Assumptions? 
1. We are running out of time…in this life. 

Response: Did we waste most of our earlier 
years doing less important things? 

2. We can’t do fun things when we are dead. 

Response: Does believing in Christ actually 
make a difference in what we believe about 
facing death? 
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#1 Running out of time? 

• Average life expectancy for an American is 
78.6 years. 

• If we subtract the first 21 years for growth and 
preparation, that leaves us with 57 years of 
adulthood. 

Is this not enough time to get the most 
important things done? 



#2 The Fun stops at Death? 

Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when 
you come into your kingdom.” 

Jesus answered him, “Truly I tell you, today 
you will be with me in paradise.” 

Luke 23:42-43 



On your Bucket List? 

Then I saw “a new heaven and a new 
earth,” for the first heaven and the first 
earth had passed away, and there was no 
longer any sea. 2 I saw the Holy City, the 
new Jerusalem, coming down out of 
heaven from God, prepared as a bride 



beautifully dressed for her husband. 3 And I 
heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 
“Look! God’s dwelling place is now among 
the people, and he will dwell with them. 
They will be his people, and God himself 
will be with them and be their God. 4 ‘He 
will wipe every tear from their eyes. There 
will be no more death’ or mourning or 



crying or pain, for the old order of things has 
passed away.” 5 He who was seated on the 
throne said, “I am making everything new!” 

Revelation 21:1-5 

 



The Christmas Perspective 

The very best which this sorry world has to 
offer is just a metaphor to describe the 

indescribable beauty and joy which awaits 
those destined for Heaven. 



What do I 
really want to 

do before I 
die? 



The Song of Simeon 
25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem called 
Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He 
was waiting for the consolation of Israel, 
and the Holy Spirit was on him. 26 It had 
been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit 
that he would not die before he had seen 
the Lord’s Messiah.  



The Song of Simeon 
27 Moved by the Spirit, he went into the 
temple courts. When the parents brought 
in the child Jesus to do for him what the 
custom of the Law required, 28 Simeon took 
him in his arms and praised God, saying: 
29 “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised,  



The Song of Simeon 
you may now dismiss your servant in 
peace. 30 For my eyes have seen your 
salvation,31 which you have prepared in the 
sight of all nations: 32 a light for revelation 
to the Gentiles, and the glory of your 
people Israel.” 



The Song of Simeon 

Bottom Line:  I am filled with gratitude this 
Christmas, because I have witnessed the 
fulfillment of God’s promises in my savior, 
Jesus the Messiah. I can face life or death 
in this joy.  



The Song of Simeon 

Bottom Line:  I am filled with gratitude this 
Christmas, because I have witnessed the 
fulfillment of God’s promises in my savior, 
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in this joy.  



Let 
us 
pray… 



In Our Lives: 

• That each of us seek Jesus in our present 
and future. 

• That we live every day in holy 
anticipation of his kingdom. 

• That we face death with the peace of 
Christ. 


