
The Song of Mary

Luke 1:46-55



Advent 2017: The Songs of Christmas

1. Luke 1:46-55: Mary’s Song

2. Luke 1:67-79: Zechariah’s Song

3. Luke 2:8-20: The Angels’ Song

4. Luke 2:22-35: Simeon’s Song
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Advent
2017

The Magnificat



Magnificat?

Latin:
Magnificat anima mea Dominum

English:
My soul magnifies the Lord



And Mary said,

“My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit 
rejoices in God my Savior, for he has looked 
on the humble estate of his servant.

For behold, from now on all generations 
will call me blessed; for he who is mighty 
has done great things for me, and holy is 
his name.



And his mercy is for those who fear him
from generation to generation.

He has shown strength with his arm; he 
has scattered the proud in the thoughts of 
their hearts;

He has brought down the mighty from 
their thrones, and exalted those of humble 
estate;



he has filled the hungry with good things,
and the rich he has sent away empty.

He has helped his servant Israel, in 
remembrance of his mercy, as he spoke to 
our fathers, to Abraham and to his 
offspring forever.”                      Luke 1:46-55



The Lord’s Prayer
&

Pastoral Prayer



Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
And forgive us our sins,

as we forgive those who sin against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For yours is the kingdom and the power

and the glory forever. Amen.



Pastoral Prayer



All about

St. Mary



All about

St. Mary
Θεοτόκος =Theotokos

God-bearer or Mother of God

Council of Ephesus, 431 A.D.



The Message of Mary

• The Lord of Mary

• The Lord of the Earth

• The Lord of Israel



The Lord of Mary
“My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit 
rejoices in God my Savior, 
for he has been mindful of the humble state 
of his servant. 
From now on all generations will call me 
blessed, for the Mighty One has done great 
things for me—holy is his name.

Luke 1:46-49



A Little Rabbit Trail…

Existentialism



Søren
Kierkegaard 
(1813–1855)



Kierkegaard’s Teaching…

• The Bible has authority over us when we 
permit it to become our authority

• God speaks to us personally through the 
Bible

• Our transformation takes place when we 
enter into the Scriptures. Example: Nathan 
& David



Nathan confronts David
4 Now there came a traveler to the rich man, and he was 
unwilling to take one of his own flock or herd to prepare 
for the guest who had come to him, but he took the poor 
man's lamb and prepared it for the man who had come to 
him.” 5 Then David's anger was greatly kindled against the 
man, and he said to Nathan, “As the LORD lives, the man 
who has done this deserves to die, 6 and he shall restore 
the lamb fourfold, because he did this thing, and because 
he had no pity.” 7 Nathan said to David, “You are the man!

II Samuel 12:4-7



Three Interpretive Questions:

• What does the Bible say?

• What does the Bible mean?

• What does the Bible mean to me?



#1. The Lord of Mary
“My soul magnifies the Lord and my spirit 
rejoices in God my Savior, 
for he has been mindful of the humble 
state of his servant. 
From now on all generations will call me 
blessed, for the Mighty One has done great 
things for me—holy is his name.

Luke 1:46-49



The Lord of Mary
“My soul magnifies the Lord and my spirit 
rejoices in God my Savior, 
for he has been mindful of the humble 
state of his servant. 
From now on all generations will call me 
blessed, for the Mighty One has done great 
things for me—holy is his name.

Luke 1:46-49



A way to look at
Church and Transformation:

1. When the Christian Faith becomes my
Christian Faith

2. When I experience in my own life what the 
Bible has been talking about.

3. When my faith radiates outward…



#2. The Lord of the Earth

His mercy extends to those who fear him, 
from generation to generation. 

He has performed mighty deeds with his arm; 
he has scattered those who are proud in their 

inmost thoughts. 
He has brought down rulers from their thrones 

but has lifted up the humble. 
He has filled the hungry with good things 

but has sent the rich away empty.
Luke 1: 50-53



What is God like?

Hint: We know persons through their actions.



Look at the Verbs:

His mercy extends to those who fear him, 
from generation to generation. 

He has performed mighty deeds with his arm; 
he has scattered those who are proud in their 

inmost thoughts. 
He has brought down rulers from their thrones 

but has lifted up the humble. 
He has filled the hungry with good things 

but has sent the rich away empty.
Luke 1: 50-53



Theologian

of Advent



#3. The Lord of Israel

He has helped his servant Israel, 
remembering to be merciful 

to Abraham and his descendants 
forever, even as he said to our fathers.”

Luke 1:54-55



But Scott, I’m not Jewish!

• God has a continuing love for Israel’s 
descendants. Pray for the Jews

• God is not done fulfilling his promises to the 
Jews. Share the Messiah with Jews

• The same God is faithful to fulfill his promises 
to you and me. Claim the promises of God
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Let us pray…
• For ourselves and others, and the ownership

of our salvation.

• For the world, that God would show his mercy 
and his power.

• For the Jews, that Jesus would reveal himself 
as their Messiah.


