
The Ninth Commandment 

You shall not give false 
testimony against your 

neighbor. 

Exodus 20:16 

 



The Lord’s Prayer 
& 

Pastoral Prayer 



Our Father in Heaven, hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, your will be done, 
    on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
And forgive us our sins, 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 

For yours is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory forever. Amen. 



Pastoral 
 Prayer 



Pushing Your Buttons… 



The Seven Biggest Lies 
on 

Social Media 
 

[Courtesy of Cracked.com] 



#7. "A Lot of People Have 
Been Asking Me ..." 

English Subtitle: 

Nobody has asked me a thing, but I will use this as 
an introduction to promote myself and my opinions 

as important. 
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#5. "I Just Got This 
DM/Message" 

English Subtitle: 
I have been avoiding or ignoring your 

DM/Message and now blame the 
technology. 
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#4: This Relationship 
is Complicated 

English Subtitle: 

One of us really doesn’t love the other one, 
but I am trying to put-up a good front. 
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#2. "I Haven't Been on Here 
Forever!" 

English Subtitle: 

I spend my life on this site, if I actually 
have a life. 
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Now, Back to the Bible… 



The Translations… 
GNB: Do not accuse anyone falsely  
KJV: Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy 
neighbour.  
Louis Segond: Tu ne porteras point de faux 
témoignage contre ton prochain.  
Reina Valera: No dirás contra tu prójimo falso 
testimonio.  
Luther Bible: Du sollst kein falsch Zeugnis reden 
wider deinen Nächsten.  



Martin Luther: 

We should fear and love God so that we 
do not tell lies about our neighbor, 
betray him, slander him, or hurt his 
reputation, but defend him, speak well 
of him, and explain everything in the 
kindest way. 

Small Catechism 



The Actual Basis of Democracy: 

God's will is that I: 

1. never give false testimony against anyone;  

2. twist no one's words;  

3. not gossip or slander;  

4. nor join in condemning anyone without a 
hearing or without a just cause. 

Heidelberg Catechism, Day 46  



The Positive Teaching: 

I should love the truth, speak it candidly, 
and openly acknowledge it. And I 
should do what I can to guard and 
advance my neighbor's good name. 

Heidelberg Catechism, Day 46 



Important Point: 

The Christian understanding of 
how we are to act flows out of the 

Christian understanding of 

God Himself. 



Here’s what we mean… 
The commandment forbids misrepresenting the 

truth in our relations with others. This moral 
prescription flows from the vocation of holy 
people to bear witness to their God who is the 
truth and wills the truth. Offenses against the 
truth express by word or deed a refusal to 
commit oneself to moral uprightness: they are 
fundamental infidelities to God  

Catechism of the Catholic Church §2464 



But It is More Than That… 

John 14:6,  Jesus answered, “I 
am the way and the truth and 
the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through me. 



The Christian Life = Growing in Truth: 

John 4:23  Yet a time is coming and has now come 
when the true worshipers will worship the Father in 
the Spirit and in truth, for they are the kind of 
worshipers the Father seeks. 

John 17:17  Sanctify them by the truth; your word is 
truth. 

John 8:32   Then you will know the truth, and the 
truth will set you free. 

 

 



Put-off the Old Self: 

You were taught, with regard to your former 
way of life, to put off your old self… and to 
put on the new self, created to be like God in 
true righteousness and holiness. Therefore 
each of you must put off falsehood and speak 
truthfully to your neighbor… 

Ephesians 4:22-25 



Important Question: 

Is the telling of the Truth an 
absolute for everyone at all 

times? 



A Helpful Perspective: 

Charity and respect for the truth should dictate the 
response to every request for information or 
communication. The good and safety of others, respect 
for privacy, and the common good are sufficient 
reasons for being silent about what ought not be 
known or for making use of a discreet language... No 
one is bound to reveal the truth to someone who does 
not have the right to know it. 

Cathechism of the Catholic Church, §2489 



An Old Story about Telling the Truth: 

19 Then Joshua said to Achan, “My son, give 
glory to the LORD, the God of Israel, and 
honor him. Tell me what you have done; do 
not hide it from me.” 20 Achan replied, “It is 
true! I have sinned against the LORD, the 
God of Israel. This is what I have done: 



21 When I saw in the plunder a beautiful robe 
from Babylonia, two hundred shekels of silver 
and a bar of gold weighing fifty shekels, I 
coveted them and took them. They are 
hidden in the ground inside my tent, with the 
silver underneath.” 22 So Joshua sent 
messengers, and they ran to the tent, and 
there it was, hidden in his tent,  



with the silver underneath. 23 They took 
the things from the tent, brought them to 
Joshua and all the Israelites and spread 
them out before the LORD. 24 Then Joshua, 
together with all Israel, took Achan son of 
Zerah, the silver, the robe, the gold bar, his 
sons and daughters, his cattle,  



donkeys and sheep, his tent and all that he 
had, to the Valley of Achor. 25 Joshua said, 
“Why have you brought this trouble on us? 
The LORD will bring trouble on you today.” 
Then all Israel stoned him, and after they 
had stoned the rest, they burned them. 

Joshua 7:19-25 



The Lesson of This Story: 

Shining Honesty is not a substitute 
for doing what is right in the first 
place!  



Bottom Line on Honesty: 

Honesty is a virtue which must stand strong, 
but cannot stand alone. Forth-rightness in our 
speech must be accompanied by wisdom, 
discretion, consideration and love for others 
and their welfare. Such integrity of speech 
demands godly judgment and careful choice 
of words. 



Some possible situations… 
1. The handling of Secret Information 
2. The Executive Sessions of a Board or Committee 
3. Parent’s Discussion of a Possible Move 
4. Expressions of Our Feelings & Thoughts 
5. The Treatment of Insider Information 
6. The Clergy-Confessor Relationship 
7. The Treatment of Medical Records 
8. The Revelation of Private Diaries/Letters 
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Let us Pray… 


