
The Tenth Commandment 

“You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You shall 
not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his male or female 
servant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to 

your neighbor.” 

Exodus 20:17 

 



The Lord’s Prayer 
& 

Pastoral Prayer 



Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your 
name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
today our daily bread, and forgive us our 
sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For yours is the kingdom and 
the power and the glory forever. Amen. 



Pastoral Prayer 



But First, let’s walk some familiar ground… 



















Bottom Line: 

All these ads capitalize on our 
appetites, our desires, and our vanity. 



So What? 

What we are about to discuss involves our spiritual 
lives, our relationship with God, and our personal 

destiny… 



Both Sides of the Matter: 

The tenth commandment requires full contentment with our 
own condition with a right and charitable frame of spirit toward 
our neighbor, and all that is his. 

 

It forbids all discontent with our own state;  envying and 
grieving at the good of our neighbor, together with all 
ungoverned longings and desires for things that belong to him. 

 

Q.80 & 81, Westminster Shorter Catechism 



Sex, Chocolate, and Money… 

Because man is a composite being, spirit and body, there 
already exists a certain tension in him; a certain struggle 
of tendencies between "spirit" and "flesh" develops. But 
in fact this struggle belongs to the heritage of sin. It is a 
consequence of sin and at the same time a confirmation 
of it. It is part of the daily experience of the spiritual 
battle… 

§2516, Catechism of the Catholic Church 
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About This Spiritual Battle: 

So I find this law at work: Although I want to do 
good, evil is right there with me. For in my inner 
being I delight in God’s law; but I see another law 
at work in me, waging war against the law of my 
mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin 
at work within me. 

Romans 7:21-23 



A Word you never heard: 

 

Concupiscence 
 

[ = Strong or ardent desire] 

 



As we see it in the Bible: 

For everything in the world—the lust of the flesh, the 
lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—comes not from 
the Father but from the world. 

 

quoniam omne quod est in mundo concupiscentia 
carnis et concupiscentia oculorum est et superbia vitae 
quae non est ex Patre sed ex mundo est 

I John 2:16 

 



The Words of Jesus on this: 

 "Where your treasure is, there will your heart be 
also"                                                               Matt. 6:21 

 

 

“No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate 
the one and love the other, or you will be devoted to 
the one and despise the other. You cannot serve 
both God and money.                                  Matt. 6:24 
 



So, are we doomed to spending 
our lives just wanting things? 

Is there a way to re-purpose our lives? 



The Crucified Life: 

I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but 
Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the body, I live by 
faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself 
for me.  Gal. 2:20 

 

Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh 
with its passions and desires. Gal. 5:24 

 



The Re-ordering of Desire: 
   O God, you are my God; earnestly I seek you; my soul 
thirsts for you; my flesh faints for you, as in a dry and 
weary land where there is no water. 
   So I have looked upon you in the sanctuary, beholding 
your power and glory. 
   Because your steadfast love is better than life, my lips 
will praise you. 
   So I will bless you as long as I live; in your name I will 
lift up my hands.                                                 Psalm 63:1-4 
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Let us Pray… 


