
The Eighth Commandment

You shall not steal
Exodus 20:15



Why the Ten Commandments?

1.Civil Rules for society to function

2.Revealer of our Sin and Guilt

3.Guide for Christian Living



First, a Chain Gang story 
from the Deep South…



Cool Hand Luke, 1967





A Few Statistics about America

• Three of four employees steal from the workplace, 
equalling $20-40 billion/yr.
•More than $35 million/day is shoplifted from U.S. 

businesses.
•20% of software installed on U.S. computers is 

pirated.
•Only 37% of music obtained by U.S. listeners was 

actually paid for.



Bottom Line:

Stealing has become so engrained in 
American culture, to the point where we 

often don’t even recognize it.



Now, a Brief Lesson in 
Legalese…



Stealing/Theft

The taking of another person's 
property without that person's 
permission or consent with the 

intent to deprive the rightful owner 
of it. 



Larceny

A crime involving the wrongful 
acquisition of the personal 
property of another person. 



Burglary

The illegal entry into a building for 
the purposes of committing an 
offense. Usually that offense will 
be theft.



Looting

The indiscriminate taking of goods by force as 
part of a military or political victory, or during a 
catastrophe, such as during war, natural disaster, 
or rioting 



Embezzlement
The act of dishonestly withholding 
assets for the purpose of theft, of such 
assets by one or more individuals to 
whom such assets have been 
entrusted, to be held and/or used for 
other purposes.



Misappropriation

The intentional, illegal use of the property or funds of 

another person for one's own use or other 

unauthorized purpose, particularly by a public official, a 

trustee of a trust, an executor or administrator of a 

dead person's estate, or by any person with a 

responsibility to care for and protect another's assets (a 

fiduciary duty). 



What is the Positive 
Teaching of this 
Commandment?

(Third Use of the Law)



Martin Luther:

We should fear and love God so that we do not 
take our neighbor’s money or possessions, or get 
them in any dishonest way, but help him to 
improve and protect his possessions and income.



The Heidelberg Catechism:

What does God require of you in this 
commandment?

1. That I do whatever I can for my 
neighbor's good, 

2. That I treat others as I would like them 
to treat me, and 

3. That I work faithfully so that I may 
share with those in need.

Lord’s Day 42



The Roman Catholic View:

In economic matters, respect for human dignity requires 

1. The practice of the virtue of temperance, so as to 
moderate attachment to this world's goods; 

2. The practice of the virtue of justice, to preserve our 
neighbor's rights and render him what is his due; and 

3. The practice of solidarity, in accordance with the 
golden rule and in keeping with the generosity of the 
Lord, who "though he was rich, yet for your sake . . . 
became poor so that by his poverty, you might become 
rich.“

§ 2407, Catechism of the Catholic Church



Let us Pray…


