
59 Killed/ 527 Injured 



Reflective Questions: 

• Why is the universal reaction to this tragedy 
both shock and sorrow? 

• Would additional laws prevent such a crime, 
or simply make it somewhat more difficult? 

• Why might it be hard to find meaning in the 
deaths of so many innocent people? 
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The Sixth Commandment 

“You shall not murder” 



And God spoke all these words: 2 “I am 

the LORD your God, who brought you out 
of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 
3 “You shall have no other gods before 
me. 4 “You shall not make for yourself an 
image in the form of anything in heaven 
above or on the earth beneath… 



or in the waters below. 5 You shall not 
bow down to them or worship them; for 
I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, 
punishing the children for the sin of the 
parents to the third and fourth 
generation of those who hate me, 6 but 
showing love to a thousand generations 



of those who love me and keep my 
commandments. 7 “You shall not misuse 
the name of the LORD your God, for the 
LORD will not hold anyone guiltless who 
misuses his name. 8 “Remember the 
Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 9 Six 
days you shall labor and do all your 
work,  



 10 but the seventh day is a sabbath to 
the LORD your God. On it you shall not 
do any work, neither you, nor your son 
or daughter, nor your male or female 
servant, nor your animals, nor any 
foreigner residing in your towns. 11 For 
in six days the LORD made the heavens 
and the earth, the sea,  



and all that is in them, but he rested on the 
seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed 
the Sabbath day and made it holy. 
12 “Honor your father and your mother, so 
that you may live long in the land the LORD 
your God is giving you. 
13 “You shall not murder. 



14 “You shall not commit adultery. 
15 “You shall not steal. 16 “You shall not 
give false testimony against your 
neighbor. 17 “You shall not covet your 
neighbor’s house. You shall not covet 
your neighbor’s wife, or his male or 
female servant, 



his ox or donkey, or anything that 
belongs to your neighbor.” 

Exodus 20:1-17 

 



The Lord’s Prayer 
& 

Pastoral Prayer 



Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your 
name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
today our daily bread. And forgive us our 
sins, as we forgive those who sin against 
us. And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For yours is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever. Amen. 



 Pastoral              Prayer 



Heidelberg Catechism 

I am not to belittle, hate, insult, or kill my neighbor— 
not by my thoughts, my words, my look or gesture, 
and certainly not by actual deeds— and I am not to 
be party to this in others; rather, I am to put away all 
desire for revenge. I am not to harm or recklessly 
endanger myself either. Prevention of murder is also 
why government is armed with the sword. 

Question 105  



Heidelberg Catechism 

By forbidding murder God teaches us that he hates the 
root of murder: envy, hatred, anger, vindictiveness. In 
God’s sight all such are disguised forms of murder. By 
condemning envy, hatred, and anger God wants us to 
love our neighbors as ourselves, to be patient, peace-
loving, gentle, merciful, and friendly toward them, to 
protect them from harm as much as we can, and to do 
good even to our enemies.                       Question 106 



Martin Luther: 

We should fear and love God that we 
may not hurt nor harm our neighbor in 
his body, but help and befriend him in 
every bodily need [in every need and 
danger of life and body].  

Small Catechism 



Westminster Larger Catechism: 

The sins forbidden in the sixth 
commandment are, all taking away the 
life of ourselves, or of others, except in 
case of public justice, lawful war, or 
necessary defense  

Question 136 



Roman Catholic Teaching: 

Human life must be respected and protected 
absolutely from the moment of conception. 
From the first moment of his existence, a human 
being must be recognized as having the rights of a 
person - among which is the inviolable right of 
every innocent being to life. 

§2270, Catholic Catechism 



…and C&MA Teaching: 

Since all life exists for God’s purposes and all 
human lives are equally sacred, it is our belief 
that the life of the unborn child is blessed of 
God and must be preserved and nurtured. The 
Christian and Missionary Alliance, therefore, is 
opposed to induced abortion. 

“Statement on Abortion,” Manual of the C&MA 



…and they both reference: 

Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, 
and before you were born I consecrated you.   

Jeremiah 1:5  
 

My frame was not hidden from you, when I 
was being made in secret, intricately wrought 
in the depths of the earth. 

Psalm 139:15  



So, What does Jesus say? 
21 “You have heard that it was said to the people 
long ago, ‘You shall not murder, and anyone who 
murders will be subject to judgment.’ 22 But I tell 
you that anyone who is angry with a brother or 
sister will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone 
who says to a brother or sister, ‘Raca,’ is answerable 
to the court. And anyone who says, ‘You fool!’ will 
be in danger of the fire of hell.        Matthew 5:21-22 



Some ways this plays out… 

• Killing innocent people 

• Endangering the lives of others unnecessarily 

• Insulting or degrading others 

• Bearing a grudge against someone 

• Seeking revenge against another person 

• Taking your own life 



But that’s not all: 
23 “Therefore, if you are offering your gift 
at the altar and there remember that your 
brother or sister has something against 
you, 24 leave your gift there in front of the 
altar. First go and be reconciled to them; 
then come and offer your gift. 

Matt. 5:23-24 



Let us Pray… 


