
Obergefell vs. Hodges 

Romans 1:18-32 



18 For the wrath of God is revealed from 
heaven against all ungodliness and 
unrighteousness of men, who by their 
unrighteousness suppress the truth. 19 For 
what can be known about God is plain to 
them, because God has shown it to them. 
20 For his invisible attributes, namely, his 
eternal power and divine nature, have 
been clearly perceived, ever since the 
creation of the world, in the things that 
have been made. 



So they are without excuse. 21 For although 
they knew God, they did not honor him as 
God or give thanks to him, but they 
became futile in their thinking, and their 
foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Claiming 
to be wise, they became fools, 23 and 
exchanged the glory of the immortal God 
for images resembling mortal man and 
birds and animals and creeping things. 



24 Therefore God gave them up in the lusts 
of their hearts to impurity, to the 
dishonoring of their bodies among 
themselves, 25 because they exchanged the 
truth about God for a lie and worshiped 
and served the creature rather than the 
Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen. 
26 For this reason God gave them up to 
dishonorable passions. For their women 
exchanged natural relations for those that 
are contrary to nature; 
 



27 and the men likewise gave up natural 
relations with women and were consumed 
with passion for one another, men 
committing shameless acts with men and 
receiving in themselves the due penalty for 
their error. 28 And since they did not see fit 
to acknowledge God, God gave them up to 
a debased mind to do what ought not to 
be done. 29 They were filled with all 
manner of unrighteousness, evil, 
covetousness, malice.  



They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, 
maliciousness. They are gossips, 
30 slanderers, haters of God, insolent, 
haughty, boastful, inventors of evil, 
disobedient to parents, 31 foolish, faithless, 
heartless, ruthless. 32 Though they know 
God's righteous decree that those who 
practice such things deserve to die, they 
not only do them but give approval to 
those who practice them. 

Romans 1:18-32 
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The Pope’s Limo… 



Today’s Roadmap 

• What we believe about the Bible 

• What the Bible teaches us in Romans 1 

• The Particulars of Obergefell vs. Hodges 

• The Decision of the Supreme Court 

• What this Decision means for America 

• What this Decision does NOT mean for us 



What we believe: 

The Old and New Testaments, inerrant 
as originally given, were verbally 
inspired by God and are a complete 
revelation of His will for the salvation 
of men. They constitute the divine and 
only rule of Christian faith and 
practice. 

Article IV, C&MA Statement of Faith, 1966 
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What this means: 

3. The pattern of beliefs and conduct prescribed 
for Christians in the Bible has priority over 
and precedence over the social or cultural 
norms, laws and regulations, customs, or 
traditions of our nation or world. 

4. When our adherence to this pattern of 
beliefs and conduct is in conflict with the 
world around us, we should be prepared to 
pay the price of our convictions. 



What this means: 

1. The Bible, which is the voice of God, tells us 
what we are to believe regarding God, 
Mankind, sin, salvation, human history, the 
future, judgment… and marriage. 

2. The Bible tells how we are to live regarding 
God, family, others of our gender, others of 
opposite gender, within marriage, and 
outside of marriage. We are accountable to 
God for our conduct under these moral rules. 



What 
Romans Chapter One 

teaches us 



The Creation reveals the 
Character of God 

19 For what can be known about God is plain to 
them, because God has shown it to them. 20 For 
his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal 
power and divine nature, have been clearly 
perceived, ever since the creation of the world, 
in the things that have been made. 

Romans 1:19,20 



Sin perverts our thinking 

21 For although they knew God, they did not 
honor him as God or give thanks to him, but 
they became futile in their thinking, and their 
foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Claiming to be 
wise, they became fools, 23 and exchanged the 
glory of the immortal God for images resembling 
mortal man and birds and animals and creeping 
things. 

Romans 1:21-23 



Same-sex [sexual]relations are one 
expression of our fallen nature 

24 Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their 
hearts to impurity, to the dishonoring of their 
bodies among themselves…26 For this reason God 
gave them up to dishonorable passions. For their 
women exchanged natural relations for those that 
are contrary to nature…27 and the men likewise gave 
up natural relations with women and were 
consumed with passion for one another, men 
committing shameless acts with men and receiving 
in themselves the due penalty for their error. 

Romans 1:24,26-27 



Sin creates a broad spectrum of 
moral ills 

28 And since they did not see fit to acknowledge 
God, God gave them up to a debased mind to do 
what ought not to be done. 29 They were filled 
with all manner of unrighteousness, evil, 
covetousness, malice. They are full of envy, 
murder, strife, deceit, maliciousness. They are 
gossips, 30 slanderers, haters of God, insolent, 
haughty, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient 
to parents, 31 foolish, faithless, heartless, 
ruthless.  

Romans 1:28-31 



Sin changes Culture 

32 Though they know God's 
righteous decree that those who 
practice such things deserve to die, 
they not only do them but give 
approval to those who practice 
them. 

Romans 1:32 

 



The Particulars 
of 

Obergefell vs. Hodges 



How it started… 

• OBERGEFELL et al. v. HODGES, DIRECTOR, OHIO 
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, et al. 

• Argued April 28, 2015—Decided June 26, 2015 
• Michigan, Kentucky, Ohio, and Tennessee define 

marriage as a union between one man and one 
woman. The petitioners, 14 same-sex couples and two 
men whose same-sex partners are deceased, filed suits 
in Federal District Courts in their home States, claiming 
that respondent state officials violate the Fourteenth 
Amendment by denying them the right to marry or to 
have marriages lawfully performed in another State 
given full recognition. Each District Court ruled in 
petitioners’ favor, but the Sixth Circuit consolidated the 
cases and reversed. 
 



The 14th Amendment 
to the U.S. Constitution 

Section 1. All persons born or naturalized in the 
United States, and subject to the jurisdiction 
thereof, are citizens of the United States and of 
the State wherein they reside. No State shall 
make or enforce any law which shall abridge the 
privileges or immunities of citizens of the United 
States; nor shall any State deprive any person of 
life, liberty, or property, without due process of 
law; nor deny to any person within its 
jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws. 
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The Petitioners’ Bottom Line: 

The U.S. Constitution, according to the 
14th Amendment, cannot allow a 
“checkerboard” environment in which 
some marriages are recognized in 
some states, and not recognized in 
others. The States must respect one-
another’s laws on this matter. 



The Decision 
of the 

Supreme Court 



The Decision 

“The Fourteenth Amendment requires a 
State to license a marriage between two 
people of the same sex and to recognize a 
marriage between two people of the 
same sex when their marriage was 
lawfully licensed and performed out-of-
State.” 

For: 5 votes                          Against: 4 votes 



In the Majority Opinion 

“The right to marry is a fundamental right 
inherent in the liberty of the person, and 
under the Due Process and Equal 
Protection Clauses of the Fourteenth 
Amendment couples of the same-sex may 
not be deprived of that right and that 
liberty. Same-sex couples may exercise the 
fundamental right to marry.” 



What this decision 
means 

for America 



We can expect… 

• Same-sex marriage will become normalized. 

• The traditional/biblical view of marriage as 
exclusively between man and woman will 
become marginalized culturally and socially. 

• The Majority Opinion’s arguments open the 
door to other forms of marriage previously 
unacceptable in America. [e.g. polygamy] 

• The protected status of churches will disappear. 



What this decision 
does NOT 

mean for us 



In the Majority Opinion… 

“Finally, it must be emphasized that religions, and 

those who adhere to religious doctrines, may continue 

to advocate with utmost, sincere conviction that, by 

divine precepts, same-sex marriage should not be 

condoned. The First Amendment ensures that 

religious organizations and persons are given proper 

protection as they seek to teach the principles that are 

so fulfilling and so central to their lives and faiths, and 

to their own deep aspirations to continue the family 

structure they have long revered.” 



What it does NOT mean… 

• We are NOT forbidden to believe or teach or 
practice the traditional/biblical form of 
marriage. 

• We are NOT required to perform same-sex 
marriages by Alliance pastors or at Alliance 
churches 

• We may freely exercise our First Amendment 
rights regarding denial of use of church 
facilities for purposes NOT in accordance with 
our teachings or objectives. 



In Closing… 

• What is legal for an American is not 
necessarily permissible for a Christian. 

• We should be quite sure of what we 
believe, AND why we believe it. 

• We should be prepared to accept the 
consequences of our beliefs and actions 
in a society which does not support 
them. 



Let us pray… 


