
The Third Commandment 

Exodus 20-1-17 



And God spoke all these words: 2 “I am 

the LORD your God, who brought you out 
of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 
3 “You shall have no other gods before 
me. 4 “You shall not make for yourself an 
image in the form of anything in heaven 
above or on the earth beneath… 



or in the waters below. 5 You shall not 
bow down to them or worship them; for 
I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, 
punishing the children for the sin of the 
parents to the third and fourth 
generation of those who hate me, 6 but 
showing love to a thousand generations 



of those who love me and keep my 
commandments. 7 “You shall not misuse 
the name of the LORD your God, for the 
LORD will not hold anyone guiltless who 
misuses his name. 8 “Remember the 
Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 9 Six 
days you shall labor and do all your 
work,  



 10 but the seventh day is a sabbath to 
the LORD your God. On it you shall not 
do any work, neither you, nor your son 
or daughter, nor your male or female 
servant, nor your animals, nor any 
foreigner residing in your towns. 11 For 
in six days the LORD made the heavens 
and the earth, the sea,  



and all that is in them, but he rested on the 
seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed 
the Sabbath day and made it holy. 
12 “Honor your father and your mother, so 
that you may live long in the land the LORD 
your God is giving you. 
13 “You shall not murder. 



14 “You shall not commit adultery. 
15 “You shall not steal. 16 “You shall not 
give false testimony against your 
neighbor. 17 “You shall not covet your 
neighbor’s house. You shall not covet 
your neighbor’s wife, or his male or 
female servant, 



his ox or donkey, or anything that 
belongs to your neighbor.” 

Exodus 20:1-17 

 



The Lord’s Prayer 
& 

Pastoral Prayer 



Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your 
name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
today our daily bread. And forgive us our 
sins, as we forgive those who sin against 
us. And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For yours is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever. Amen. 



Pastoral Prayer 



What’s in a Name? 

"What's in a name? That which we call a 
rose, by any other name would smell as 
sweet." 

Juliet in Romeo and Juliet 

[The only problem here is that Romeo is  a 
Montague, not Jones, Greenburg, or 

Smith] 

https://www.enotes.com/romeo-text/act-ii-scene-ii#rom-2-2-45


Names of Newborns (2016): 

Name      # Born 2016      Highest Year 
Jesus            3,065                 2002 
King              2,642                 2016 
Messiah       1,776                 2016 
Muhammad   958                 2016 
Scott                665                 2000 
Donald            621                 2000 



The Meaning of a Name… 

In Judaism, a name is not merely a 
conglomeration of letters put together as a 
convenient way to refer to someone. Ideally, 
it is a definition of the individual - a 
description of his personality and an 
interpretation of his traits.  

Rabbi Paysach Krohn 



The Sacred Name of G*D 

Hebrew: יהוה  
English: YHVH = “Tetragrammaton” 

The pronunciation of “Adonai” 

English Bibles: LORD, LORD 



The Third Commandment 

You shall not misuse the name of the LORD 
your God, for the LORD will not hold anyone 
guiltless who misuses his name.  

Exodus 20:7 

New International Version 



In Various Translations: 

NIV: misuse 

KJV/RSV/NASB: take in vain 

GNB: use for evil purposes 

TLB: use irreverently, nor swear to a falsehood. 

The Voice: use for your own idle purposes 

The Message:  using in curses or silly banter  



The Consequence: 

…for the LORD will not hold anyone 
guiltless who misuses his name.  



Heidelberg Catechism(1562) 

That we neither blaspheme nor misuse 
the name of God by cursing, perjury, or 
unnecessary oaths, nor share in such 
horrible sins by being silent bystanders.  

Lord’s Day  36 



Catechism of the Catholic Church(1994) 

Among all the words of Revelation[Scripture], there is 
one which is unique: the revealed name of God. God 
confides his name to those who believe in him; he 
reveals himself to them in his personal mystery. The 
gift of a name belongs to the order of trust and 
intimacy. "The Lord's name is holy." For this reason 
man must not abuse it. He must keep it in mind in 
silent, loving adoration. He will not introduce it into 
his own speech except to bless, praise, and glorify it.    

§2143 



What is a “minced oath”? 



A 
Bumper 
Sticker 

seen 
lately: 

Gosh will darn you to heck! 

GAMBILL 



Some Painful Questions 

1. Am I casual in my use of the Name of God? 

2. Have I used God’s Name in swearing? 

3. Have I lied under oath? 

4. Have I cursed God, or someone in God’s Name? 

5. Have I engaged in witchcraft or Satanism? 

6. Have I broken vows made before God? 



God’s name is great when 
spoken with respect for the 
greatness of his majesty. 
God’s name is holy when 
said with veneration and 
fear of offending him. 

St. Augustine 

430 



Let us Pray… 


