
The Second Commandment 

Deuteronomy 5:1-22 



Moses summoned all Israel and said: 

Hear, Israel, the decrees and laws I declare in 

your hearing today. Learn them and be sure to 

follow them. 2 The LORD our God made a 

covenant with us at Horeb. 3 It was not with our 

ancestors that the LORD made this covenant, but 

with us, with all of us who are alive here today. 
4 The LORD spoke to you face to face out of the 

fire on the mountain.  



5 (At that time I stood between the LORD and you 

to declare to you the word of the LORD, because 

you were afraid of the fire and did not go up the 

mountain.) And he said: 6 “I am the LORD your 

God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the 

land of slavery. 7 “You shall have no other gods 

before me. 8 “You shall not make for yourself an 

image in the form of anything in heaven above or 

on the earth beneath or in the waters below.  



9 You shall not bow down to them or worship 

them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous 

God, punishing the children for the sin of the 

parents to the third and fourth generation of 

those who hate me, 10 but showing love to a 

thousand generations of those who love me and 

keep my commandments. 11 “You shall not 

misuse the name of the LORD your God, for the 

LORD will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses 

his name. 



12 “Observe the Sabbath day by keeping it holy, 

as the LORD your God has commanded you. 
13 Six days you shall labor and do all your work, 
14 but the seventh day is a sabbath to the LORD 

your God. On it you shall not do any work, 

neither you, nor your son or daughter, nor your 

male or female servant, nor your ox, your donkey 

or any of your animals, nor any foreigner residing 

in your towns,  



so that your male and female servants may rest, 

as you do. 15 Remember that you were slaves in 

Egypt and that the LORD your God brought you 

out of there with a mighty hand and an 

outstretched arm. Therefore the LORD your God 

has commanded you to observe the Sabbath 

day. 16 “Honor your father and your mother, as 

the LORD your God has commanded you,  



so that you may live long and that it may go well with 

you in the land the LORD your God is giving you. 
17 “You shall not murder. 
18 “You shall not commit adultery. 
19 “You shall not steal. 
20 “You shall not give false testimony against your 

neighbor. 
21 “You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife. You shall 

not set your desire on your neighbor’s house or land,  



his male or female servant, his ox or donkey, or 

anything that belongs to your neighbor.” 22 These are 

the commandments the LORD proclaimed in a loud 

voice to your whole assembly there on the mountain 

from out of the fire, the cloud and the deep darkness; 

and he added nothing more. Then he wrote them on 

two stone tablets and gave them to me. 

Deuteronomy 5:1-22 

 



The Lord’s Prayer 
& 

Pastoral Prayer 



Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, your will be done, 

    on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

And forgive us our sins, 

    as we forgive those who sin against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For yours is the kingdom and the power 

and the glory forever. Amen. 



Pastoral Prayer 



Why are we talking about 
the Commandments and 

not the Gospel? 



Last Week: Three Uses of the Law… 

1. Restraint of the ungodly/unregenerate in 

society 

2. Conviction of sin and creation of a sense of 

spiritual need for God’s grace 

3. Guidance for Christians in living out a holy life 

in this World 



The Second Commandment 

“You shall not make for yourself an image in the form of 

anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in 

the waters below. You shall not bow down to them or 

worship them; for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous 

God, punishing the children for the sin of the parents to 

the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, 

but showing love to a thousand generations of those 

who love me and keep my commandments.  

Exodus 20:4-6 



The Forbidden Verbs: 

1. You shall not make an image 

 

and… 

 

2. You shall not bow down to them or 

worship them. 



The Rationale: 

…for I, the Lord your God, am 

a jealous God 



Heidelberg Catechism(1562) 

Idolatry is having or devising something in 

which one trusts in place of or alongside of 

the only true God, who has revealed 

himself in his Word. 

Lord’s Day  34 



Catechism of the Catholic Church(1994) 

Man commits idolatry whenever he honors and 

reveres a creature in place of God, whether 

this be gods or demons (for example, 

satanism), power, pleasure, race, ancestors, 

the state, money, etc. 

Idolatry, §2113 



“Baal, answer 

us!” they 

shouted. But 

there was no 

response 

  
I Kings 18:26 



“Great is Artemis of 

the Ephesians” 
 

Acts 19:28 



Temple of Artemis 
[Jerash, Kingdom of 

Jordan] 



The Emerald Buddha in Thailand 



So, what about us enlightened folks in the West? 



NASA Jet Propulsion Laboratory 
California Institute of Technology 





The Vacuum Tube 
1907, Lee DeForest 



The Television 
Kenjiro Takayanagi, 1926  



The Transistor 
1947, Bell Labs 



The Desktop Computer 
IBM, 1975 



The Cell Phone 
Motorola DynaTAC 8000X, 1973 



Where are we going with this? 



2017, 
of 

Course! 



A Poster to 
think about: 



Neil Postman(2003) The End of Education 

“At some point it becomes far from asinine to speak of 

the god of Technology – in the sense that people 

believe technology works, that they rely on it, that it 

makes promises, that they are bereft when denied 

access to it , that they are delighted when they are in 

its presence, that for most people it works in 

mysterious ways, that they condemn people who speak 

against it, that they stand in awe of it, and that, in the 

born-again mode, they will alter their lifestyles, their 

schedules, their habits and their relationships to 

accommodate it. If this is not a form of religious belief, 

what is?”  



Technology shaping Relationships 



Postman on the 2nd Commandment: 

“It is a strange injunction to include as part of an 

ethical system unless its author assumed a 

connection between forms of human 

communication and the quality of a culture. We 

may hazard a guess that a people who are being 

asked to embrace an abstract, universal deity 

would be rendered unfit to do so by the habit of 

drawing pictures or making statues or depicting 

their ideas in any concrete, iconographic forms…  



“…The God of the Jews was to exist in the Word and 

through the Word, and unprecedented conception 

requiring the highest order of abstract thinking. 

Iconography thus became blasphemy so that a new 

kind of God could enter a culture.” 



Technology and the Christian Home 

“If parents wish to preserve childhood for 

their own children, they must conceive 

of parenting as an act of rebellion 

against culture.”  
 



Some Painful Questions… 

1. What delights us? 

2. What do we rely upon? 

3. What do we view as sacred? 

4. What do we vigorously defend? 

5. What generates our sense of awe? 

6. What causes us to change our conduct and 

relationships? 



Let 
us 

Pray 


