
Thanks Gracias Merci Danke Arigato: 

• Grillers: Mike Antepenko, Ray Civitts, Dave 
Knickerbocker, Randy Lee, Andy Griner 

• Kitchen: Cheryl Green, Ruth Clayton, Jan Baber, 
Kim Isbell, Angela DeWitt, Jean Misitano, Andrea 
Antepenko, Eloise Griner, Bev Garside, Lori 
Hemminger, Kay Canberg 

• Table Set-up: Ladies of Friends Group, Karrie 
Perrin 

• Clean-up: Same as Kitchen 

• Inflatables:  Andy Griner 

• Food: Everyone who brought delicious dishes and 
desserts! 



Wealth & Poverty in America 



The Rise of the Rich 

• Just 47 individuals own more than all 160 million 
people (about 60 million households) below the 
median wealth level of about $53,000. 

• America's bottom half owns just 1.3 % of national 
wealth.  

• An incredible one of every ten dollars of global 
wealth was transferred to the elite 1% in just 
three years.  

• Each year since the recession, America's richest 
1% have made more than the cost of all U.S. 
social programs. 



The Growing Poor 

• Between 2000 and 2012, the number of 
suburban poor living in distressed 
neighborhoods grew by 139 percent—almost 
three times the pace of growth in cities.  

• The majority of public school students now 
qualify for subsidized lunch programs. 
(GA=59%) 

• 45.7 million Americans are on Food Stamps 

• Our Labor Force Participation Rate is at a 37- 
year low (62.6%)  

 



The Shrinking Middle Class 

• Every state in the U.S. has seen its share of 
middle-class families shrink from 2000 to 2013 

• Median Annual Income in Georgia has 
dropped $11,000 since 2000 

• U.S. Median income is also down 9 percent 
from its record high of $56,080, set two 
recessions ago in 1999. 

• The number of married couples working more 
than 100 hours/week has risen dramatically. 

 



Middle Class Income since 1959 



Bottom Line: 

As America’s middle class is 
shrinking at an alarming rate, 

most will move into some level of 
poverty, while a few others will 

get very rich. 



Joy at the Extremes 

Phil 4:10-13 



10 I rejoiced greatly in the Lord that 
at last you renewed your concern 
for me. Indeed, you were 
concerned, but you had no 
opportunity to show it. 11 I am not 
saying this because I am in need, 
for I have learned to be content 
whatever the circumstances.  



12 I know what it is to be in need, 
and I know what it is to have 
plenty. I have learned the secret of 
being content in any and every 
situation, whether well fed or 
hungry, whether living in plenty or 
in want. 13 I can do all this through 
him who gives me strength. 

Philippians 4:10-13 



The Lord’s Prayer 
+ 

Pastoral Prayer 



Today’s Roadmap 



Today’s Roadmap 

• Learning to be Content 

•Content in the Good Times 

•Content in the Bad Times 

• Strength in Christ 



Learning to be Content 

“…for I have learned to be content whatever the 
circumstances.”  Phil. 4:11 

 

…poor, yet making many rich; having nothing, 
and yet possessing everything.  II Cor. 6:10 

 

If you can meet with Triumph and Disaster and 
treat those two impostors just the same… 

Rudyard Kipling   
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Content in the Good Times 

12 I know what it is to be in need, 
and I know what it is to have 
plenty. I have learned the secret of 
being content in any and every 
situation, whether well fed or 
hungry, whether living in plenty or 
in want. 



But Scott: isn’t it easy to be 
content when you are well-fed and 

living in plenty? 



Good Times? 

…having money raises our aspirations about the 
happiness that we expect in our daily lives, and 
these raised aspirations can be toxic. They say 
you can never go back to holding hands, but it's 
also hard to go back to economy class (from 
business), to sleeping on a futon with a bunch of 
roommates (from your comfortable master 
bedroom in a split level), or to eating at chain 
restaurants.                 Sonja Lyubomirsky, Ph.D 



Rich and Happy 

If I had to choose between 
being rich and unhappy, or poor 
and unhappy, I would choose 
rich and unhappy. 

Frances M. Borderud, 1965 



Very Rich Parents Surveyed: 

“They mentioned very specific concerns, such as 
the way their children would be treated by 
others and stereotyped as rich kids or trust fund 
babies, they wondered if their children would 
know if people really loved them or their money, 
whether they'd know if their achievements were 
because of their own skills, knowledge and 
talent or because they have a lot of money.” 

Robert Kenny, APA Monitor, 2012 



Now That’s Hard! 

23And Jesus said to His disciples, "Truly 
I say to you, it is hard for a rich man to 
enter the kingdom of heaven. 24"Again 
I say to you, it is easier for a camel to 
go through the eye of a needle, than 
for a rich man to enter the kingdom of 
God.“  Matthew 19:23,24 



Content in the Bad Times 

12 I know what it is to be in need, 
and I know what it is to have 
plenty. I have learned the secret of 
being content in any and every 
situation, whether well fed or 
hungry, whether living in plenty or 
in want. 



But Scott, isn’t Content-and-Poor 
just another example of Karl 

Marx’ criticism of religion 
generally? 

"Religion is the sigh of the oppressed creature, 
the heart of a heartless world, and the soul of 

soulless conditions. It is the opium of the people.“ 

Karl Marx, 1844 



Counter-question:  

What was the intellectual and 
social context in which Marx (and 

de Sade, Lenin, Novalis, Heine, 
Kingsley, et al.) made this 

comment? 



The Core of Marxism 

• Human existence at its core struggles with 
meeting the material needs of society. 

• Class struggle, a theme of human history, pits 
the workers against the land & business 
owners. 

• Organized religion (= The Church) only served 
to perpetuate poverty and oppression of the 
poor. 

• Re-distribution of wealth is top on the agenda. 



Absent from Marxism: 

1. The existence of a living God 

2. Any discussion of the human 
sin condition 

3. The means by which people 
are transformed 

4. Life after Death 



Why are we going down 
this rabbit trail? 



Why are we going down 
this rabbit trail? 

Because some in this room may 
be “closet materialists” who 
actually believe they will be 

content with more money and 
more possessions. 



Why are we going down 
this rabbit trail? 

Because the Christian Faith, as 
expressed in the Scriptures, rejects the 

idea that mankind’s first need is 
material. We hold that true 

contentment [for rich and poor] is the 
result of reconciliation to a Holy, 

Righteous, and Loving God. 



So, how exactly do we get 
to this “state of Christian 

contentment”? 



Strength in Christ 

I can do all this 
through him who 
gives me strength. 

Philippians 4:13 



All This/All Things? 

• A challenging Financial Condition 

• Chronic or Terminal Illness 

• Marriage difficulties 

• Trouble on the Job 

• Academic or Social Pressure at 
School 

• Stress within the Family 
 



Let us pray… 


