
The Great Persecution 

Acts 7:58 – 8:3 



The Great Persecution 
 

Then they cast him out of the city and stoned 
him. And the witnesses laid down their 
garments at the feet of a young man named 
Saul. And as they were stoning Stephen, he 
called out, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” And 
falling to his knees he cried out with a loud 
voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” 



And when he had said this, he fell asleep. And Saul 
approved of his execution. And there arose on that 
day a great persecution against the church in 
Jerusalem, and they were all scattered throughout 
the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the 
apostles. Devout men buried Stephen and made 
great lamentation over him. But Saul was ravaging 
the church, and entering house after house, he 
dragged off men and women and committed them 
to prison.                                                Acts 7:58 - 8:3 

 



The Lord’s Prayer 

& 

Pastoral Prayer 



Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, your will be done, 

    on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 

And forgive us our sins, 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 

For yours is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory forever. Amen. 



Pastoral Prayer 



The Way Ahead 

Acts 4: The unselfish sharing of goods 

Acts 5: Apostles arrested, beaten, freed 

Acts 6: Election of Deacons/Arrest of Stephen 

Acts 7: Stephen’s speech & stoning 

Acts 8: Great persecution & Saul ravaging 

              the Church 



Guiding Questions 

• How are we to understand this 
persecution in Acts chapter 8? 

• What does the Bible teach us about 
persecution? 

• How are we to live? 



A Suggestion: 

Without the Great Persecution of Acts 
chapter 8, the Gospel would never 
have reached YOU. 



Guiding Questions 

• How are we to understand this 
persecution in Acts chapter 8? 

• What does the Bible teach us about 
persecution? 

• How are we to live? 



Sermon on the Mount 

“Blessed are those who are persecuted 
for righteousness' sake, for theirs is 
the kingdom of heaven.  Matthew 5:10 



Who needs curses? 

“Blessed are you when people hate 
you and when they exclude you and 
revile you and spurn your name as evil, 
on account of the Son of Man!    

Luke 6:22 



Join the ranks! 

Remember the word that I said to you: 
‘A servant is not greater than his 
master.’ If they persecuted me, they 
will also persecute you.   John 15:20 



The Final Score 

I have said these things to you, that in 
me you may have peace. In the world 
you will have tribulation. But take 
heart; I have overcome the world.”   

John 16:33 



The Context of  Church 

But Jews came from Antioch and Iconium, 
and having persuaded the crowds, they 
stoned Paul and dragged him out of the city, 
supposing that he was dead. But when the 
disciples gathered about him, he rose up and 
entered the city, and on the next day he went 
on with Barnabas to Derbe. 



The Context of  Church 
When they had preached the gospel to that city and 
had made many disciples, they returned to Lystra and 
to Iconium and to Antioch, strengthening the souls of 
the disciples, encouraging them to continue in the 
faith, and saying that through many tribulations we 
must enter the kingdom of God. And when they had 
appointed elders for them in every church, with prayer 
and fasting they committed them to the Lord in whom 
they had believed.  Acts 14:19-23 



The Context of  Church 

…strengthening the souls of the disciples, 
encouraging them to continue in the faith, 
and saying that through many tribulations 
we must enter the kingdom of God.  



A Promise to Keep 

Indeed, all who desire to live a godly 
life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted. 

II Timothy 3:12 



Voice of  the Martyrs 
When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar 
the souls of those who had been slain for the word of 
God and for the witness they had borne. They cried out 
with a loud voice, “O Sovereign Lord, holy and true, 
how long before you will judge and avenge our blood 
on those who dwell on the earth?” Then they were 
each given a white robe and told to rest a little longer, 
until the number of their fellow servants and their 
brothers should be complete, who were to be killed as 
they themselves had been.                  Revelation 6:9-11 



Guiding Questions 

• How are we to understand this 
persecution in Acts chapter 8? 

• What does the Bible teach us about 
persecution? 

• How are we to live? 



The Teaching of  Jesus 

But I say to you, Love your enemies and 
pray for those who persecute you 

                                     Matthew 5:44 
 

Bless those who persecute you; bless and 
do not curse them.                Romans 12:14 



The Strength of  God 

For the sake of Christ, then, I am 
content with weaknesses, insults, 
hardships, persecutions, and 
calamities. For when I am weak, then I 
am strong.              II Corinthians 12:10 



A Good Conscience 

Having a good conscience, so that, 
when you are slandered, those who 
revile your good behavior in Christ 
may be put to shame.   I Peter 3:16 



Rejoice and Be Glad 

Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial 
when it comes upon you to test you, as though 
something strange were happening to you. But 
rejoice insofar as you share Christ's sufferings, 
that you may also rejoice and be glad when his 
glory is revealed. If you are insulted for the name 
of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of 
glory and of God rests upon you.  I Peter 4:12-14 



Suffer… and do good! 

Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him 
not be ashamed, but let him glorify God 
in that name… Therefore let those who 
suffer according to God's will entrust their 
souls to a faithful Creator while doing 
good.                                       I Peter 4:16,19 

 



The Crown of  Life 

Do not fear what you are about to suffer. 
Behold, the devil is about to throw some 
of you into prison, that you may be 
tested, and for ten days you will have 
tribulation. Be faithful unto death, and I 
will give you the crown of life.   

Revelation 2:10 



Damascus Gate, traditional location of St. Stephen’s grave, Israel 


