
Launching Question: 

When I use the phrase, 
 “The Christian Life” 

what image comes to your mind? 



Escape from Jail? 



Pro$perity? 



Royalty? 



Divine Service 



II Corinthians 4:1-6 

Therefore, since through God’s mercy we have this 
ministry, we do not lose heart. 2 Rather, we have 
renounced secret and shameful ways; we do not use 
deception, nor do we distort the word of God. On the 
contrary, by setting forth the truth plainly we commend 
ourselves to everyone’s conscience in the sight of God. 
3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those 
who are perishing.  



4 The god of this age has blinded the minds of 
unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the 
gospel that displays the glory of Christ, who is the 
image of God. 5 For what we preach is not ourselves, 
but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your servants 
for Jesus’ sake. 6 For God, who said, “Let light shine out 
of darkness,” made his light shine in our hearts to give 
us the light of the knowledge of God’s glory displayed 
in the face of Christ. 

II Corinthians 4:1-6 



The Lord’s Prayer 
& 

Pastoral Prayer 



Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, your will be done, 
    on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
And forgive us our sins, 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 

For yours is the kingdom and the power 

and the glory forever. Amen. 



Pastoral Prayer 



Paul’s Main Points: 

1. We don’t get discouraged. 

2. We proclaim the Gospel openly and clearly. 

3. Unbelievers are spiritually blind to the Gospel. 

4. Jesus Christ is our Lord. 

5. We are servants of Jesus Christ. 

6. The light of Christ shines in our hearts. 
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The Right Priorities: 

5 For what we preach is not 
ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, 
and ourselves as your servants for 
Jesus’ sake. 



It’s all Greek to me! 

5 ου γαρ εαυτους κηρυσσομεν αλλα 
χριστον ιησουν κυριον εαυτους δε 
δουλους υμων δια ιησουν 



Δουλος [Doulos] 

Walter Bauer:  slave (‘servant’ for ‘slave’ is largely confined 
to Biblical translation and early American times: in normal 
usage at the present time the two words are carefully 
distinguished). 

 

Rudolf Tünte: The NT resists the contemporary verdict on 
slaves as a contemptible lower class by, in the first place, the 
use of doulos in the parables of Jesus to describe the 
relation of all men to God. 
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Jesus Christ: Servant 

42 Jesus called them together and said, “You know that 
those who are regarded as rulers of the Gentiles lord it 
over them, and their high officials exercise authority 
over them. 43 Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants 
to become great among you must be your servant, 
44 and whoever wants to be first must be slave of all. 
45 For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, 
but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 

Mark 10:42-45 
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Christ our Example: 
5 In your relationships with one another, have the same 
mindset as Christ Jesus: 6 Who, being in very nature 

God, did not consider equality with God something to 
be used to his own advantage; 7 rather, he made 
himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, 
[δουλου] being made in human likeness. 
8 And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled 
himself by becoming obedient to death—even death 
on a cross!                                         Philippians 2:5-8 



My Mother’s Question: 

“Who died and left you a servant?” 

Frances M. Borderud 

( 1979) 



A Christian Response: 

“Who died and left you a servant?” 
 

Jesus died, and left me, a servant. 



What this means… 

1. In Church: 
 

2. Outside of Church: 



Let us pray… 


