
The Stoning of  Stephen 

Acts 7:54-60 



The Stoning of Stephen 
 

54 Now when they heard these things they were 
enraged, and they ground their teeth at him. 
55 But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into 
heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God. 56 And he said, 
“Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son 
of Man standing at the right hand of God.” 



57 But they cried out with a loud voice and 
stopped their ears and rushed together at him. 
58 Then they cast him out of the city and stoned 
him. And the witnesses laid down their 
garments at the feet of a young man named 
Saul. 59 And as they were stoning Stephen, he 
called out, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 And 
falling to his knees he cried out with a loud 
voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” 
And when he had said this, he fell asleep. 

 

 



The Lord’s Prayer 

& 

Pastoral Prayer 



Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, your will be done, 

    on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 

And forgive us our sins, 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 

For yours is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory forever. Amen. 



Pastoral Prayer 



The Way Ahead 

Acts 4: The unselfish sharing of goods 

Acts 5: Apostles arrested, beaten, freed 

Acts 6: Election of Deacons/Arrest of Stephen 

Acts 7: Stephen’s speech & stoning 

Acts 8: Great persecution & Saul ravaging 

              the Church 



An Anger Problem 

54 Now when they heard these things they 
were enraged, and they ground their teeth 
at him. 



Gnashing of  Teeth? 
He has torn me in his wrath and hated me; he has 
gnashed his teeth at me; my adversary sharpens 
his eyes against me.  Job 16:9 
 
In that place there will be weeping and gnashing 
of teeth, when you see Abraham and Isaac and 
Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God 
but you yourselves cast out.  Luke 13:28 



The Heavenly Vision 
55 But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into 
heaven and saw the glory of God, and 
Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 
56 And he said, “Behold, I see the heavens 
opened, and the Son of Man standing at 
the right hand of God.” 

 



The Vision of  Christ Himself 

 And Jesus said, “I am, and you will see 
the Son of Man seated at the right 
hand of Power, and coming with the 
clouds of heaven.”  Mark 14:62 



One Way to React 

57 But they cried out with a loud voice and 
stopped their ears and rushed together at 
him. 58 Then they cast him out of the city 
and stoned him. 



An Hellenist Coat-checker? 

And the witnesses laid down their 
garments at the feet of a young 
man named Saul. 



Not just a coat-checker! 

And the witnesses laid down their garments at the 
feet of a young man named Saul…   
 

In Saul’s words: ‘And when the blood of Stephen 
your witness was being shed, I myself was 
standing by and approving and watching over the 
garments of those who killed him.’ 

Acts 22:20 



A Time to Live, a Time to Die 

59 And as they were stoning Stephen, he 
called out, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 



A Time to Live, a Time to Die 
59 And as they were stoning Stephen, he 
called out, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 

 

Then Jesus, calling out with a loud voice, 
said, “Father, into your hands I commit my 
spirit!”   Luke 23:46 



Rocked to Sleep 

60 And falling to his knees he cried out with 
a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin 
against them.” And when he had said this, 
he fell asleep. 



Rocked to Sleep 

60 And falling to his knees he cried out with 
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When do I forgive someone? 
7. Never, really. 
6. Before I die. 
5. Before he/she dies. 
4. Give me a few years. 
3. I am still mad. I need to cool-down. 
2. Tomorrow morning. 
1. While it is happening. 
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