
What are we 

asking God to 

do? 

Thy Will be 
Done! 



Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your 

name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those 

who sin against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil. For yours is the kingdom and the 

power and the glory forever. Amen. 



Pastoral Prayer 



Today’s Focus of Discussion: 

1. Existentialism (what?) 

2. Escapism (huh?) 



Existentialism 

Focus #1 



Memorial Day 

Monday, 29 May 2017 

Point of 
Departure: 



Netherlands-American Cemetery 
Margraten, Holland 



Memorial Day 2017 



Students touring Margraten 



Some American WWII Stats: 

• 16.2 million Americans served in uniform 

• 1.2 million Veterans still alive today 

• 405,399 U.S. military deaths 

• 672,000 U.S. wounded in battle/survived 

• 16 Months = Average overseas tour length 

 

 



What was held in common 
among these men? 



Two Critical Questions: 

1. What must we do to win this 

war? 

2. What must I do? 
 

= A World on Reality Therapy 



Compare this to Today’s Questions: 

• What is my passion? 

• How will I fulfill my destiny? 

• What are my special gifts? 

• What are my dreams? 



From Objective Reality 

To Subjective/Existential Reality 

A Tectonic shift in American 
Culture: 



How this shift expresses itself 

• From Needs to Wants 

• From Imperatives to Choices 

• From Hardship to Comfort 

• From Denial to Fulfillment 

• From God to myself 



So, why are we talking 
about this stuff? 



Because 
of 

this… 



Matthew 26:39 

Mark 14:36 

Luke 22:42 

 

“Not my will, but your will 
be done.” 



When we pray, “Your will be done,” we are 

rejecting a self-centered me, and a culture 

infused with its own self-importance, and 

we are committing ourselves to a world in 

which God overrules all of our petty little 

preferences for the sake of his great 

purposes for me and for all nations. 

Bottom Line: 



When we pray, “Your will be done,” we are 

rejecting a self-centered me, and a culture 

infused with its own self-importance, and 

we are committing ourselves to a world in 

which God overrules all of our petty little 

preferences for the sake of his great 

purposes for me and for all nations. 

Bottom Line: 



What this looks like… 
• The sentences start with: God… 

• The questions start with: What must I 
do? 

• The plans for our lives start with God’s 
revealed purposes from Scripture 

• Our individual callings start with God’s 
imperatives not our freedoms 



Let us Pray: 
Heavenly Father, 

Help me to forsake the self-centeredness of this 

generation; may your perfect will be done in my life 

on this earth; may I always look to you for my 

direction in life; may I consistently follow your Word 

in my decisions and my conduct; and may I see 

with my own eyes your will accomplished in this 

World I inhabit. Amen. 



Christian Escapism 

Focus #2 



Jesus taught us to pray: 

“Your will be done on Earth 

as it is in Heaven.” 

Why am I bringing this up? 



In God’s own words: 

Genesis 1:28, God blessed them and 

said to them, “Be fruitful and increase 

in number; fill the earth and subdue it. 

Rule over the fish in the sea and the 

birds in the sky and over every living 

creature that moves on the ground.” 



Note the Verbs: 

Genesis 1:28, God blessed them and 

said to them, “Be fruitful and increase 

in number; fill the earth and subdue it. 

Rule over the fish in the sea and the 

birds in the sky and over every living 

creature that moves on the ground.” 



In the words of Jesus: 

• You are the light of the world, Matt 5:14 

• You are the salt of the earth, Matt 5:13 

• Go into all the world and preach the gospel 

to all creation, Mark 16:15 

• Go, and make disciples of all nations, Matt 

28:19 



Bible-believing Evangelicals in 
America are among the least 

engaged with the major institutions 
of American culture: 

• Media 

• Government 

• Education 



Because our rapture-based view of the 
end of history has become a good excuse 

for watching and waiting, but not 
engaging. 

 

 

“It is all going to Hell anyway.” 

Why? 



XI. The Return of Christ 

The second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ is 
imminent and will be personal, visible, and 
premillennial. This is the believer’s blessed 

hope and is a vital truth which is an incentive 
to holy living and faithful service. 

 

Statement of Faith, C&MA(1965-66) 

Basic Alliance Teaching: 



Jesus, our Master, could come 

back at any time, and when he 

does, we want him to find us 

living Christ-like lives, and fully 

engaged in Kingdom-building. 

Plain Language: 



Heavenly Father, we ask that you 
exercise your will over this created 
world and its people completely, so 
that in every way it bends to your 

divine purposes. 

“on Earth as it is in Heaven” 
means that we pray: 



Let 
us 

pray… 


