
The Fear of  God 

Acts 5:1-11 



The Death of  Ananias, Raphael 



Ananias and Sapphira 
 

But a man named Ananias, with his wife 
Sapphira, sold a piece of property, 2 and with his 
wife's knowledge he kept back for himself some 
of the proceeds and brought only a part of it and 
laid it at the apostles' feet. 3 But Peter said, 
“Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie 
to the Holy Spirit and to keep back for yourself 
part of the proceeds of the land?  



4 While it remained unsold, did it not remain 
your own? And after it was sold, was it not at 
your disposal? Why is it that you have contrived 
this deed in your heart? You have not lied to 
man but to God.” 5 When Ananias heard these 
words, he fell down and breathed his last. And 
great fear came upon all who heard of it. 6 The 
young men rose and wrapped him up and 
carried him out and buried him. 



7 After an interval of about three hours his wife 
came in, not knowing what had happened. 8 And 
Peter said to her, “Tell me whether you sold the 
land for so much.” And she said, “Yes, for so 
much.” 9 But Peter said to her, “How is it that 
you have agreed together to test the Spirit of 
the Lord? Behold, the feet of those who have 
buried your husband are at the door, and they 
will carry you out.” 



10 Immediately she fell down at his feet and 
breathed her last. When the young men came in 
they found her dead, and they carried her out 
and buried her beside her husband. 11 And great 
fear came upon the whole church and upon all 
who heard of these things.  Acts 5:1-11 



The Lord’s Prayer 

& 

Pastoral Prayer 



Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, your will be done, 

    on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 

And forgive us our sins, 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 

For yours is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory forever. Amen. 



Pastoral Prayer 



Two  Driving Questions: 

1. What if this had happened at FACT? 

 

2. What if Pastor Scott had been asked 
to do their memorial service? 



Two  Driving Questions: 

1. What if this had happened at FACT? 

 

2. What if Pastor Scott had been asked 
to do their memorial service? 



Memorial Service 

for 

Ananias & Sapphira 

 

 Requiescat in Pace  



Voluntary! 

Each one must give as he has decided 
in his heart, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful 
giver.  II Corinthians 9:7 



You may ask: 

1. How much did Ananias keep back 
for himself?  

2. Did this amount of money really 
justify his death? 





“Ananias, why has Satan filled your 
heart to lie to the Holy Spirit?… You 
have not lied to man but to God.” 



What’s going on here? 

“Ananias, why has Satan filled your 
heart to lie to the Holy Spirit?… You 
have not lied to man but to God.” 



Painful Questions 

“Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to 
lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep back for 
yourself part of the proceeds of the land? 
While it remained unsold, did it not remain 
your own? And after it was sold, was it not at 
your disposal? Why is it that you have 
contrived this deed in your heart?” Acts 5:3-4 



And great fear came upon the whole 
church and upon all who heard of 
these things.  Acts 5:11 



“There but by the grace of God go I.” 

Attributed to John Bradford 1555 



What we should take away: 

But God's firm foundation stands, 
bearing this seal: “The Lord knows 
those who are his,” and, “Let everyone 
who names the name of the Lord 
depart from iniquity.”  II Timothy 2:19 



Let us pray… 


