
The Orphan Psalm 

Psalm 151 



The Ancient Old Testament Texts 

Dead Sea Scrolls(DSS) 300 B.C. to 100 A.D. Hebrew 
manuscripts in caves 

Septuagint(=LXX) 250 to 132 B.C. A translation into 
Greek which became the de facto Old Testament for 
Jesus & Apostles 

Peshitta/Syriac 200 to 100 B.C. A translation from 
Hebrew into the Syriac dialect of Aramaic 

Masoretic Text(MT) 700 to 1,000 A.D. The Hebrew 
traditional text recognized by major branches of 
Judaism 



DSS 11Q5, The Great Psalm Scroll 
discovered 1956 



The Catholic deuterocanonical 
scriptural texts are: 

• Tobit 
• Judith 
• Additions to Esther (Vulgate Esther 10:4–16:24) 
• Wisdom (also called the Wisdom of Solomon) 
• Sirach (also called Ecclesiasticus) 
• Baruch, including the Letter of Jeremiah (Additions to Jeremiah in 

the Septuagint) 
• Additions to Daniel:  

– Prayer of Azariah and Song of the Three Holy Children (Vulgate Daniel 
3:24–90) 

– Susanna (Vulgate Daniel 13, Septuagint prologue) 
– Bel and the Dragon (Vulgate Daniel 14, Septuagint epilogue) 

• 1 Maccabees 
• 2 Maccabees 
 



The Orthodox deuterocanonical 
scriptural texts are: 

• Tobit 
• Judith 
• Additions to Esther (Vulgate Esther 10:4–16:24) 
• Wisdom (also called the Wisdom of Solomon) 
• Sirach (also called Ecclesiasticus) 
• Baruch, including the Letter of Jeremiah (Additions to Jeremiah in the 

Septuagint) 
• Additions to Daniel:  

– Prayer of Azariah and Song of the Three Holy Children (Vulgate Daniel 3:24–
90) 

– Susanna (Vulgate Daniel 13, Septuagint prologue) 
– Bel and the Dragon (Vulgate Daniel 14, Septuagint epilogue) 

• 1 Maccabees, 2 Maccabees, 3 Maccabees, 4 Maccabees 
• Psalm 151 
• Prayer of Manasseh 
• 1 Esdras 
 



Churches which accept Psalm 151 

Eastern Orthodox Churches 

   Greece, Russia, Ukraine, Eastern Europe 

Coptic Orthodox Church 

   Mostly Egypt 

Armenian Apostolic Church 

   Armenia, Turkey, U.K. etc. 

Armenian Catholic Church 

   Armenia, Georgia, Canada, U.S., France 



[1] I was the smallest of my brothers, the 
youngest of my father’s sons. 
He made me shepherd of his flock, ruler 
over their young. 
[2] My hands made a harp, 
my fingers fashioned a lyre. 
[3] And who will declare it to my Lord? 
The Lord himself; it is he who hears. 
[4] It was he who sent his messenger 
and took me from my father's sheep, 
and anointed me with his anointing oil. 
 



[5] My brothers were handsome and tall, 
but the Lord was not pleased with them. 
[6] I went out to meet the Philistine, 
and he cursed me by his idols. 
[7] But I drew his own sword; 
I beheaded him, and removed reproach from 
the people of Israel. 

Psalm 151 

Revised Standard Version 
 

 



Hebrew (DSS) 

1 I was smaller than my 
brothers, 
and the youngest of my 
father’s sons,  
so he made me shepherd of 
his flock  
and ruler over his little goats.  

 

2 My hands fashioned a reed 
pipe,  
and my fingers a lyre;   

and so I gave glory to the LORD 

Greek (LXX) 

1 I was small among my 
brothers, 
and the youngest in my 
father’s house; 
I would shepherd my father’s 
sheep.  

 

 

2 My hands made a harp; 
my fingers fashioned a lyre.  



Hebrew (DSS) 

3 “The mountains cannot testify 
to him, 
nor can the hills proclaim—  
lift up my words, you trees, 
and my compositions, you sheep. 

 

4 For who can announce, and 
who can declare,  
and who can recount my deeds?  
The Lord of everything has seen,  
the God of everything has heard, 
and he has paid attention.  

Greek (LXX) 

3 And who will tell  
my Lord?  The Lord himself; it 
is he who hears. 

 

 

 

 



Hebrew (DSS) 

5 He sent his prophet to anoint me, 
Samuel to raise me up.  
7 But he sent and fetched me from 
behind the flock 
and anointed me with the holy oil, 
and he made me prince of his people 
and ruler over the sons of his 
covenant. 

 

 

My brothers went out to meet him,  
handsome of figure, handsome in 
appearance. 

 6 Although they were tall of stature 
and handsome because of their hair,  
the LORD God did not choose them.  

Greek (LXX) 

4 It was he who sent his 
messenger,Then he took me 
from my father’s sheep, 
and anointed me with his 
anointing oil. 

 

 

5 My brothers were handsome  
and tall,  

but the Lord was not pleased 
with them. 

 

 

 

 

 



Some Closing Comments… 

• Protestants have taken the most conservative 
position regarding the inclusion/exclusion of 
books in the Bible 

• The Qumran discoveries were an academic 
bonanza for OT scholars, but not able to 
provide authoritative answers. 

• Psalm 151 shows characteristics of originality, 
but present certain difficulties to us. 



Let us pray… 


