
Connecting 

with 

Christ 
John 15:1-8 



John 15:1-8: 

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the 
gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch in me 
that bears no fruit, while every branch that 
does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be 
even more fruitful. 3 You are already clean 
because of the word I have spoken to you.  



4 Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No 
branch can bear fruit by itself; it must 
remain in the vine. Neither can you bear 
fruit unless you remain in me. 5 “I am the 
vine; you are the branches. If you remain in 
me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; 
apart from me you can do nothing.  



6 If you do not remain in me, you are like a branch 
that is thrown away and withers; such branches 
are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned.  
7 If you remain in me and my words remain in you, 
ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for 
you. 8 This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear 
much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples. 

John 15:1-8 

New International Version 



The Lord’s Prayer 

& 

Pastoral Prayer 



Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, your will be done, 
    on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
And forgive us our sins, 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 

For yours is the kingdom and the power 

and the glory forever. Amen. 



Pastoral Prayer 



Starting with the Father 

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the 
gardener. 



A Hard Teaching 

2 He cuts off every branch in me that bears 
no fruit, while every branch that does bear 
fruit he prunes so that it will be even more 
fruitful. 



3 You are already clean because of the word I 
have spoken to you. 



The Core Teaching of  the Christ-life 

4 Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No 
branch can bear fruit by itself; it must 
remain in the vine. Neither can you bear 
fruit unless you remain in me. 



Translator’s Choice 
English: 

NIV: remain 

KJV: abide 

ESV: abide 

NASB: abide 
 

Other Languages: 

Greek: μενω 

Spanish: Permanecer 

French: Demeurer 

German: Bleiben 



Abide/Remain? 

Such an abiding in Christ makes a man Christ’s 
property right down to the depths of his 
being…the indwelling Christ, or life through the 
word of Christ, demands and forms a life 
conforming to his spirit and nature, and wills 
and brings about sanctification. 

Karlfried Munzer, Munich, Germany 



Dwelling with Jesus? 

• Sign the Papers 

• Neighborhood Covenants 

• Taking a Bath 

• Cleaning House 

• Meals together 

• Access to every room 



I tricked you! 

• Sign the Papers = Salvation 

• Neighborhood Covenant = The Bible 

• Taking a Bath = Baptism 

• Cleaning House = Confession of Sin 

• Meals together = Holy Communion 

• Access to every room = Lordship of Christ 



Fruit vs. Fruitless 

5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If 
you remain in me and I in you, you will 
bear much fruit; apart from me you can do 
nothing. 



Fruit? What Fruit? 

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
23 gentleness and self-control. Against such 
things there is no law. 

Galatians 5:22-23 



Talk about useless! 

6 If you do not remain in me, you are like a 
branch that is thrown away and withers; 
such branches are picked up, thrown into 
the fire and burned.  



Abiding Presence = Abiding Power 

7 If you remain in me and my words remain 
in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will 
be done for you. 



The Glory of  God 

8 This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear 
much fruit, showing yourselves to be my 
disciples. 

 



Let 

us 

pray… 


