
A Snapshot of  Church 



The Fellowship of  the Believers 

42 They devoted themselves to the 
apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and to prayer. 
43 Everyone was filled with awe at the 
many wonders and signs performed by the 
apostles. 44 All the believers were together 
and had everything in common. 



45 They sold property and possessions to give 
to anyone who had need. 46 Every day they 
continued to meet together in the temple 
courts. They broke bread in their homes and 
ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 
47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all 
the people. And the Lord added to their 
number daily those who were being saved. 

Acts 2: 42-47  



The Lord’s Prayer 

& 

Pastoral Prayer 



Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, your will be done, 
    on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
And forgive us our sins, 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 

For yours is the kingdom and the power 

and the glory forever. Amen. 



Pastoral 

Prayer 



Today’s Roadmap 

I. Apostles’ Teaching 

II. Fellowship 

III. Communion 

IV. Prayer 

V. Signs & Wonders 

VI. In Common 

VII. Church & Home 

VIII. Public 
Reputation 

IX. Daily Growth 



I. Apostles’ Teaching 

42 They devoted themselves to the 
apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and to prayer. 



Committed to What? 

“All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 
teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely I am with you 
always, to the very end of the age.”  

Matt. 28:18-20 



Committed to What? 

“All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 
teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely I am with you 
always, to the very end of the age.”  

Matt. 28:18-20 



II. Fellowship 

42 They devoted themselves to the 
apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and to prayer. 



Meeting Together 

And let us consider how we may spur one 
another on toward love and good deeds, 
not giving up meeting together, as some 
are in the habit of doing, but encouraging 
one another—and all the more as you see 
the Day approaching.  Hebrews 10:24,25 



III. Communion 

42 They devoted themselves to the 
apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and to prayer. 



The Holy Supper 
Jesus said to them, “Very truly I tell you, unless you eat 
the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have 
no life in you. Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood 
has eternal life, and I will raise them up at the last day. 
For my flesh is real food and my blood is real drink. 
Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in 
me, and I in them. Just as the living Father sent me and I 
live because of the Father, so the one who feeds on me 

will live because of me.  John 6:53-57 



IV. Prayer 

42 They devoted themselves to the 
apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and to prayer. 



In Every Situation 

Do not be anxious about anything, but in every 
situation, by prayer and petition, with 
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And 
the peace of God, which transcends all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your 

minds in Christ Jesus.  Philippians 4:6-7 



V. Signs & Wonders 

43 Everyone was filled with awe at the 
many wonders and signs performed by the 
apostles. 



Some work miracles. 
Now you are the body of Christ and individually members 
of it. And God has appointed in the church first apostles, 
second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts 
of healing, helping, administrating, and various kinds of 
tongues. Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all 
teachers? Do all work miracles? Do all possess gifts of 
healing? Do all speak with tongues? Do all interpret? But 
earnestly desire the higher gifts.   

I Corinthians 12:27-31 



VI. Things in Common 

44 All the believers were together and had 
everything in common. 45 They sold 
property and possessions to give to anyone 
who had need.  



A Certain Kind of  Generosity 
We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God 
that has been given among the churches of Macedonia, 
for in a severe test of affliction, their abundance of joy 
and their extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of 
generosity on their part. For they gave according to their 
means, as I can testify, and beyond their means, of their 
own accord, begging us earnestly for the favor of taking 
part in the relief of the saints—and this, not as we 
expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and 
then by the will of God to us.  II Corinthians 8:1-5 



VII. Church & Home 

46 Every day they continued to meet 
together in the temple courts. They broke 
bread in their homes and ate together with 
glad and sincere hearts, 



The Believers’ Homes 

Give my greetings to the brothers at Laodicea, 
and to Nympha and the church in her house.  

Colossians 4:15 

And Apphia our sister and Archippus our fellow 
soldier, and the church in your house   

Philemon 1:2 



VIII. Public Reputation 

47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all 
the people. And the Lord added to their 
number daily those who were being saved. 



Church Leaders too! 

 He must also have a good reputation with 
outsiders, so that he will not fall into disgrace 
and into the devil’s trap.  I Timothy 3:7 



IX. Daily Growth 

47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all 
the people. And the Lord added to their 
number daily those who were being saved. 



Added to the Lord 

Now many signs and wonders were regularly done 
among the people by the hands of the apostles. 
And they were all together in Solomon's Portico. 
None of the rest dared join them, but the people 
held them in high esteem. And more than ever 
believers were added to the Lord, multitudes of 
both men and women,   

Acts 5:12-14  



(≈ A.D. 125) 

The letter of  

Aristides to Hadrian 

Caesar, explaining the 

Christian religion… 




