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1 Praise the LORD. 

Praise the LORD from the heavens; 
    praise him in the heights above. 
2 Praise him, all his angels; 
    praise him, all his heavenly hosts. 
3 Praise him, sun and moon; 
    praise him, all you shining stars. 
 



4 Praise him, you highest heavens 
and you waters above the skies. 
5 Let them praise the name of the LORD, 
for at his command they were created, 
6 and he established them for ever and 
ever—he issued a decree that will never 
pass away. 



7 Praise the LORD from the earth, you great 
sea creatures and all ocean depths, 
8 lightning and hail, snow and clouds, 
stormy winds that do his bidding, 
9 you mountains and all hills, 
fruit trees and all cedars, 

 



10 wild animals and all cattle, 
small creatures and flying birds, 
11 kings of the earth and all nations, 
you princes and all rulers on earth, 
12 young men and women, 
old men and children. 
13 Let them praise the name of the LORD, 
for his name alone is exalted; 



his splendor is above the earth and the 
heavens. 
14 And he has raised up for his people a 
horn, the praise of all his faithful servants, 
of Israel, the people close to his heart. 
Praise the LORD. 

Psalm 148, NIV 



What is praise? 



Some Definitions 

Oxford: 1) Express warm approval or 

admiration of; 2) Express one's respect and 
gratitude towards (a deity), especially in song. 

Webster: 1) To express a favorable judgment of;  

2) To glorify (a god or saint) especially by the 
attribution of perfections. 

 



Baker’s Evangelical Dictionary: 

Unquestionably the Book of the Psalms is centerpiece for 
any discussion about praise. In it the believer's vocation 
to praise is wonderfully modeled, so that even laments 
(one-third of all the psalms) contain elements of praise. 
As a book of praises, the psalms build to a remarkable 
crescendo of praise (Pss. 145-150), in which all creatures 
are summoned to incessant praise of God, as are the stars 
and planets in the heavens, and even the angels. 

Elmer A. Martens 



St. Augustine on Praise: 

Now therefore, brethren, we urge you to praise 
God. That is what we are all telling each other when 
we say Alleluia. You say to your neighbor, “Praise 
the Lord!” and he says the same to you. We are all 
urging one another to praise the Lord, and all 
thereby doing what each of us urges the other to 
do. But see that your praise comes from your whole 
being; in other words, see that you praise God not 
with your lips and voices alone, but with your 
minds, your lives and all your actions. 



Martin Luther on Praise & Music: 

Music is to be praised as second only to the 
Word of God because by her all the emotions 
are swayed. That is why there are so many songs 
and psalms. This precious gift has been 
bestowed on men alone to remind them that 
they are created to praise and magnify the Lord. 



John Calvin on Praise and Song: 

In truth we know by experience that song 
has great force and vigour to move and 
inflame the hearts of men to invoke and 
praise God with a more vehement and 
ardent zeal. 



Jonathan Edwards on Praise 

They that see God cannot but praise him. He is a Being of 
such glory and excellency that the sight of this excellency 
of his will necessarily influence them that behold it to 
praise him. Such a glorious sight will awaken and rouse all 
the powers of the soul, and will irresistibly impel them, 
and draw them into acts of praise. Such a sight enlarges 
their souls, and fills them with admiration, and with an 
unspeakable exultation of spirit. 

Thanksgiving Sermon, 1734 



Charles Spurgeon on Praise: 

“We don’t sing enough, my Brothers and Sisters! 
How often do I stir you up about the matter of 
prayer, but perhaps I might be just as earnest about 
the matter of praise! Do we sing as much as the 
birds do? Yet what have birds to sing about, 
compared with us? Do you think we sing as much as 
the angels do? Yet they were never redeemed by 
the blood of Christ!”  

Sermon: Holy Songs from Happy Saints, 1915 



Let us 

pray… 


