
Family Foundations 
Ezra 10:1-17 



While Ezra was praying and confessing, 
weeping and throwing himself down 
before the house of God, a large crowd of 
Israelites—men, women and children—
gathered around him. They too wept 
bitterly. 2 Then Shekaniah son of Jehiel, one 
of the descendants of Elam, said to Ezra,  



“We have been unfaithful to our God by 
marrying foreign women from the peoples 
around us. But in spite of this, there is still 
hope for Israel. 3 Now let us make a 
covenant before our God to send away all 
these women and their children, in 
accordance with the counsel of my lord 
and of those who fear the commands of 
our God.  



Let it be done according to the Law. 4 Rise up; 
this matter is in your hands. We will support 
you, so take courage and do it.” 
5 So Ezra rose up and put the leading priests 
and Levites and all Israel under oath to do 
what had been suggested. And they took the 
oath. 6 Then Ezra withdrew from before the 
house of God and went to the room of 
Jehohanan son of Eliashib.  



While he was there, he ate no food and 
drank no water, because he continued to 
mourn over the unfaithfulness of the 
exiles. 7 A proclamation was then issued 
throughout Judah and Jerusalem for all the 
exiles to assemble in Jerusalem. 8 Anyone 
who failed to appear within three days 
would forfeit all his property,  



in accordance with the decision of the 
officials and elders, and would himself be 
expelled from the assembly of the exiles. 
9 Within the three days, all the men of 
Judah and Benjamin had gathered in 
Jerusalem. And on the twentieth day of the 
ninth month, all the people were sitting in 
the square before the house of God,  



greatly distressed by the occasion and 
because of the rain. 10 Then Ezra the priest 
stood up and said to them, “You have been 
unfaithful; you have married foreign 
women, adding to Israel’s guilt. 11 Now 
honor the LORD, the God of your ancestors, 
and do his will. Separate yourselves from 
the peoples around you and from your 
foreign wives.” 



12 The whole assembly responded with a 
loud voice: “You are right! We must do as 
you say. 13 But there are many people here 
and it is the rainy season; so we cannot 
stand outside. Besides, this matter cannot 
be taken care of in a day or two, because 
we have sinned greatly in this thing. 14 Let 
our officials act for the whole assembly.  



Then let everyone in our towns who has 
married a foreign woman come at a set time, 
along with the elders and judges of each town, 
until the fierce anger of our God in this matter 
is turned away from us.” 15 Only Jonathan son 
of Asahel and Jahzeiah son of Tikvah, 
supported by Meshullam and Shabbethai the 
Levite, opposed this. 



16 So the exiles did as was proposed. Ezra the 
priest selected men who were family heads, 
one from each family division, and all of them 
designated by name. On the first day of the 
tenth month they sat down to investigate the 
cases, 17 and by the first day of the first month 
they finished dealing with all the men who had 

married foreign women.          Ezra 10:1-17, 

NIV 



The Lord’s Prayer 

& 

Pastoral Prayer 



Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as 
it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. And forgive us our 
sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. 

For yours is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever. Amen. 



Pastoral Prayer 



Is it possible 

to be 

too wise 

in your 

own eyes? 



111 Marriages in Crisis 

10 Then Ezra the priest stood up and said to 
them, “You have been unfaithful; you have 
married foreign women, adding to Israel’s guilt. 
11 Now honor the LORD, the God of your 
ancestors, and do his will. Separate yourselves 
from the peoples around you and from your 
foreign wives.” 



The People Respond 
12 The whole assembly responded with a loud 
voice: “You are right! We must do as you say. 
13 But there are many people here and it is the 
rainy season; so we cannot stand outside. 
Besides, this matter cannot be taken care of in 
a day or two, because we have sinned greatly 
in this thing. 14 Let our officials act for the 
whole assembly.  



Due Process 

Then let everyone in our towns who has 
married a foreign woman come at a set 
time, along with the elders and judges of 
each town, until the fierce anger of our 
God in this matter is turned away from us.” 



A Three-month Process 
16 So the exiles did as was proposed. Ezra the 
priest selected men who were family heads, 
one from each family division, and all of them 
designated by name. On the first day of the 
tenth month they sat down to investigate the 
cases, 17 and by the first day of the first month 
they finished dealing with all the men who had 
married foreign women.           



Why all this fuss? 

The historical rationale for the Ezra 
divorces 



The Law: Exodus 34 
15 “Be careful not to make a treaty with those 
who live in the land; for when they prostitute 
themselves to their gods and sacrifice to them, 
they will invite you and you will eat their 
sacrifices.16 And when you choose some of 
their daughters as wives for your sons and 
those daughters prostitute themselves to their 
gods, they will lead your sons to do the same. 



Commentary on King Solomon 
2 They were from nations about which the LORD had 
told the Israelites, “You must not intermarry with 
them, because they will surely turn your hearts 
after their gods…” 4 As Solomon grew old, his 
wives[=700] turned his heart after other gods, and 
his heart was not fully devoted to the LORD his God, 
as the heart of David his father had been.  

I Kings 11:1-6 



The Report to Ezra 

…the leaders came to me and said, “The people of 
Israel, including the priests and the Levites, have not 
kept themselves separate from the neighboring 
peoples with their detestable practices, like those of 
the Canaanites, Hittites, Perizzites, Jebusites, 
Ammonites, Moabites, Egyptians and Amorites. 2 They 
have taken some of their daughters as wives for 
themselves and their sons, and have mingled the holy 
race with the peoples around them. And the leaders 
and officials have led the way in this unfaithfulness.” 



The Report to Ezra 

…the leaders came to me and said, “The people of 
Israel, including the priests and the Levites, have not 
kept themselves separate from the neighboring 
peoples with their detestable practices, like those of 
the Canaanites, Hittites, Perizzites, Jebusites, 
Ammonites, Moabites, Egyptians and Amorites. 2 They 
have taken some of their daughters as wives for 
themselves and their sons, and have mingled the holy 
race with the peoples around them. And the leaders 
and officials have led the way in this unfaithfulness.” 



Ezra’s Prayer 
10 “But now, our God, what can we say after 
this? For we have forsaken the commands 
11 you gave through your servants the prophets 
when you said: ‘The land you are entering to 
possess is a land polluted by the corruption of 
its peoples. By their detestable practices they 
have filled it with their impurity from one end 
to the other.  



Ezra’s Prayer 

12 Therefore, do not give your daughters in 
marriage to their sons or take their 
daughters for your sons. Do not seek a 
treaty of friendship with them at any time, 
that you may be strong and eat the good 
things of the land and leave it to your 
children as an everlasting inheritance.’ 



The Size of  the Problem 

Total Heads-of-Household 18 + 1,496 

= 1,607 

 

Total Married to Foreign Wives  

= 111 



So, why are we talking about this event from 

458 B.C. ? 

I’m glad you asked! 



An interpretive key: Artillery Cannon 



155mm Towed Howitzer 



155mm Howitzer being towed 



155mm Self-propelled Howitzer 
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What kind of  marriage do you want? 

Towed or Self-propelled? 



What is God trying to tell us in Ezra 10? 



What is God trying to tell us in Ezra 10? 

The beautiful and ancient institution of 
marriage cannot be separated from its 

Creator; when marriage does not pursue 
the living God, it becomes destructive of 

our relationship with God, and our destiny. 



Let us pray… 


