
Triumphal Entry? 

Matthew 21:1-11 



Why do Bibles title this section 
“The Triumphal Entry” when 

Jesus is riding into a trap? 

…or 

How can Palm Sunday be so happy, 

and Good Friday be so sad? 



XXI. As they approached Jerusalem and 
came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, 
Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, 
“Go to the village ahead of you, and at once 
you will find a donkey tied there, with her 
colt by her. Untie them and bring them to 
me. 3 If anyone says anything to you, say 
that the Lord needs them, and he will send 
them right away.” 



4 This took place to fulfill what was spoken 
through the prophet: 
5 “Say to Daughter Zion, ‘See, your king 
comes to you, gentle and riding on a 
donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’” 
6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had 
instructed them. 7 They brought the donkey 
and the colt and placed their cloaks on them 
for Jesus to sit on.  



8 A very large crowd spread their cloaks on 

the road, while others cut branches from the 

trees and spread them on the road. 9 The 

crowds that went ahead of him and those 

that followed shouted, 

“Hosanna to the Son of David!” 

“Blessed is he who comes in the name of 

the Lord!” “Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 



10 When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole 

city was stirred and asked, “Who is this?” 
11 The crowds answered, “This is Jesus, the 

prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.” 

Matthew 21:1-11 

New International Version 



The Lord’s Prayer 
& 

Pastoral Prayer 



Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your 

name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those 

who sin against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil. For yours is the kingdom and 

the power and the glory forever. Amen. 



Pastoral Prayer 







What a week it was! 

• Triumphal Entry 

• Clearing the Temple 

• Parables of 

Sons/Talents 

• Parable of Wedding 

• Woes to Pharisees 

• Olivet Discourse 

• Sheep & Goats 

parable 

• Plot against Jesus 

• Judas’ betrayal 

• Arrest in the Garden 



Clearing the Temple 

Jesus entered the temple courts and drove out 
all who were buying and selling there. He 
overturned the tables of the money changers 
and the benches of those selling doves. “It is 
written,” he said to them, “‘My house will be 
called a house of prayer,’ but you are making it 
‘a den of robbers.’” 

Matt.21:12-13 



Parables of the Sons & Tenants 

Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax 
collectors and the prostitutes are entering the 
kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came 
to you to show you the way of righteousness, 
and you did not believe him, but the tax 
collectors and the prostitutes did. And even 
after you saw this, you did not repent and 
believe him. 

Matt.21:31-32 
 



Parable of the Wedding 

Jesus spoke to them again in parables, 

saying: “The kingdom of heaven is like a 

king who prepared a wedding banquet for 

his son. He sent his servants to those who 

had been invited to the banquet to tell them 

to come, but they refused to come. 

Matt.22:1-3 



Woe to the Pharisees 

“Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the 
prophets and stone those sent to you, how 
often I have longed to gather your children 
together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her 
wings, and you were not willing. Look, your 
house is left to you desolate. For I tell you, you 
will not see me again until you say, ‘Blessed is 
he who comes in the name of the Lord.’” 

Matt.23:37-39 



The Olivet Discourse 

Jesus left the temple and was walking away 

when his disciples came up to him to call his 

attention to its buildings. “Do you see all 

these things?” he asked. “Truly I tell you, not 

one stone here will be left on another; every 

one will be thrown down.” 

Matt.24:1-2 



The Sheep & Goats 

“They also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see 
you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing 
clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help 
you?’ “He will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever 
you did not do for one of the least of these, you 
did not do for me.’ “Then they will go away to 
eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal 
life.” 

Matt.25:44-46 



The Plot against Jesus 

Then the chief priests and the elders of the 

people assembled in the palace of the high 

priest, whose name was Caiaphas, and they 

schemed to arrest Jesus secretly and kill 

him. “But not during the festival,” they said, 

“or there may be a riot among the people.” 

Matt.26:3-5 

 



Judas’ Betrayal 

Then one of the Twelve—the one called Judas 

Iscariot—went to the chief priests and asked, 

“What are you willing to give me if I deliver him 

over to you?” So they counted out for him thirty 

pieces of silver. From then on Judas watched 

for an opportunity to hand him over. 

Matt.26:14-16 



Arrest in the Garden 

While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the 
Twelve, arrived. With him was a large crowd armed 
with swords and clubs, sent from the chief priests 
and the elders of the people. Now the betrayer had 
arranged a signal with them: “The one I kiss is the 
man; arrest him.” Going at once to Jesus, Judas 
said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” and kissed him. Jesus 
replied, “Do what you came for, friend.” 

Matt.26:47-50 



Why do Bibles title this section 
“The Triumphal Entry” when 

Jesus is riding into a trap? 

…or 

How can Palm Sunday be so happy, 

and Good Friday be so sad? 



Why do Bibles title this section 
“The Triumphal Entry” when 

Jesus is riding into a trap? 

Answer:  Jesus is not at all riding into a 
trap. He is fulfilling his earthly destiny 
precisely according to the prophets’ 
words. 



Final Points 

1. The Palm Sunday crowd did not know 

how truly right they were. 

2. Jesus’ enemies became instruments in 

God’s redemption plan. 

3. None of this took Jesus by surprise. 

4. Keep your eyes on the purposes of God. 



“You do not 
realize that it is 
better for you that 
one man die for 
the people than 
that the whole 
nation perish?” 

Caiaphas 

John 11:50 



Let us pray… 


