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Who has believed our message and 
to whom has the arm of the LORD 
been revealed? 
 



2 He grew up before him like a tender 
shoot,  

and like a root out of dry ground. 

He had no beauty or majesty to attract 
us to him, nothing in his appearance 
that we should desire him. 

 



3 He was despised and rejected by 
mankind, a man of suffering, and 
familiar with pain. Like one from 
whom people hide their faces 
he was despised, and we held him in 
low esteem. 



4 Surely he took up our pain and bore 
our suffering, 
yet we considered him punished by 
God, stricken by him, and afflicted. 
5 But he was pierced for our 
transgressions, 



he was crushed for our iniquities; 
the punishment that brought us peace 
was on him, and by his wounds we are 
healed. 
6 We all, like sheep, have gone astray, 
each of us has turned to our own way; 
 



and the LORD has laid on him the 
iniquity of us all. 
7 He was oppressed and afflicted, yet 
he did not open his mouth; he was led 
like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a 
sheep before its shearers is silent, so 
he did not open his mouth. 



8 By oppression and judgment he was 
taken away. Yet who of his generation 
protested? For he was cut off from the 
land of the living; for the transgression 
of my people he was punished. 
9 He was assigned a grave with the 
wicked, and with the rich in his death, 



though he had done no violence, nor 
was any deceit in his mouth. 
10 Yet it was the LORD’s will to crush him 
and cause him to suffer, and though 
the LORD makes his life an offering for 
sin, he will see his offspring and 
prolong his days,  



and the will of the LORD will prosper in 
his hand. 
11 After he has suffered, he will see the 
light of life and be satisfied; by his 
knowledge my righteous servant will 
justify many, and he will bear their 
iniquities. 



12 Therefore I will give him a portion 
among the great, and he will divide the 
spoils with the strong, because he poured 
out his life unto death, and was 
numbered with the transgressors. 
For he bore the sin of many, and made 
intercession for the transgressors. 

Isaiah 53 

New International Version 



Let’s start with our beliefs… 



Alliance Statement of  Faith 
Article II. Jesus Christ 

  

Jesus Christ is the true God and the true man. He was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He 
died upon the cross, the Just for the unjust, as a 
substitutionary sacrifice, and all who believe in Him are 
justified on the ground of His shed blood. He arose from the 
dead according to the Scriptures. He is now at the right hand 
of Majesty on high as our great High Priest. He will come again 
to establish His kingdom, righteousness and peace. 
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So, where did 

we 

get this 

teaching? 



1 Peter 3:18, For Christ also suffered once for 
sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, to 
bring you to God. He was put to death in the 
body but made alive in the Spirit. 

Hebrews 2:9, But we do see Jesus, who was 
made lower than the angels for a little while, 
now crowned with glory and honor because 
he suffered death, so that by the grace of God 
he might taste death for everyone. 
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So, where did 

they get this 

teaching? 



The Book of   

Isaiah 
 

written 

≈ 739-701 B.C. 
 

1904,  Providence Lithograph Co. 



Chapter 53 

 
33 A.D. – 711 B.C. = 

744 years before 
the Crucifixion of Christ 



Substitutionary Atonement 

4 Surely he took up our pain and bore 
our suffering, 
yet we considered him punished by 
God, stricken by him, and afflicted. 



Substitutionary Atonement 
5 But he was pierced for our 
transgressions, he was crushed for our 
iniquities; 
the punishment that brought us peace 
was on him, and by his wounds we are 
healed. 



Substitutionary Atonement 

6 We all, like sheep, have gone astray, 
each of us has turned to our own way; 
and the LORD has laid on him the 
iniquity of us all. 



Substitutionary Atonement 

8 …For he was cut off from the land of 
the living; for the transgression of my 
people he was punished. 



Substitutionary Atonement 

10 Yet it was the LORD’s will to crush him 
and cause him to suffer, and though 
the LORD makes his life an offering for 
sin… 



Substitutionary Atonement 

11 After he has suffered, he will see the 
light of life and be satisfied; by his 
knowledge my righteous servant will 
justify many, and he will bear their 
iniquities. 



His Trial and Death 
7 He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he 
did not open his mouth; he was led like a 
lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep 
before its shearers is silent, so he did not 
open his mouth. 8 By oppression and 
judgment he was taken away. Yet who of 
his generation protested?  



His Burial 

9 He was assigned a grave with the 
wicked, and with the rich in his death, 
though he had done no violence, nor 
was any deceit in his mouth. 

 



His Resurrection 

10 …he will see his offspring and 
prolong his days, and the will of the 
LORD will prosper in his hand. 11 After 
he has suffered, he will see the light of 
life and be satisfied.  

 



His Legacy 

10 he will see his offspring and prolong 
his days, and the will of the LORD will 
prosper in his hand… 
12 Therefore I will give him a portion 
among the great, and he will divide 
the spoils with the strong, 



So, what about the 

 Rabbinic Interpretation 

of  Isaiah 53? 

After all, don’t they have something to say 
about a Jewish text? 



Example: 

Who is the suffering servant of  
Isaiah 53? 

(OutreachJudaism.org) 



Bottom-line Up-front: 

“…the prevailing rabbinic 
interpretation of Isaiah 53 ascribes the 
“servant” to the nation of Israel who 
silently endured unimaginable 
suffering at the hands of its gentile 
oppressors.” 



Summary of  Interpretation 

“The nation of Israel, God’s servant, 
suffered unimaginable torment at the 
hands of her gentile neighbors so that 
her sins would be washed away.” 

 



Origen’s Summary of  Ancient Rabbis: 

Isaiah 53 “bore reference to the whole 
[Jewish] people, regarded as one 
individual, and as being in a state of 
dispersion and suffering, in order that 
many proselytes might be gained, on 
account of the dispersion of the Jews 
among numerous heathen nations.” 



Central Arguments 
1. Israel is God’s servant in ch.41-49 repeatedly. 
2. The punishment of Israel is unwarranted Jew-

hatred by the nations. 
3. “My people” in v. 8 are the Gentile Nations. 
4. Liberal Christian commentators side with 

them. 
5. The Nations express remorse at their 

treatment of Israel. 

 
 



The Problem with this Interpretation 

If the core teaching of Isaiah 53 has to do 
with someone taking the punishment for 
others, in order for them to achieve 
atonement of their sins, it is totally 
absent, and in its place we find Jews 
suffering at the hands of Gentiles 
awaiting deliverance from the Messiah. 



The Value of  this Interpretation 

The Rabbis rightly expect the coming 
of the Messiah to be a time of 
redemption, just as Paul expected: 
“and so all Israel shall be saved.” 

Romans 11:26 



Let us 

pray… 


