
Jesus Before the Sanhedrin 

Matthew 26:57-68 



57 Those who had arrested Jesus took 
him to Caiaphas the high priest, where 
the teachers of the law and the elders 
had assembled. 58 But Peter followed 
him at a distance, right up to the 
courtyard of the high priest. He 
entered and sat down with the guards 



to see the outcome. 
59 The chief priests and the whole 
Sanhedrin were looking for false 
evidence against Jesus so that they 
could put him to death. 60 But they did 
not find any, though many false 
witnesses came forward. 



Finally two came forward 61 and 
declared, “This fellow said, ‘I am able 
to destroy the temple of God and 
rebuild it in three days.’” 
62 Then the high priest stood up and 
said to Jesus, “Are you not going to 
answer?  



What is this testimony that these men 
are bringing against you?” 63 But Jesus 
remained silent. 

The high priest said to him, “I charge 
you under oath by the living God: Tell 
us if you are the Messiah, the Son of 
God.” 



64 “You have said so,” Jesus replied. 
“But I say to all of you: From now on 
you will see the Son of Man sitting at 
the right hand of the Mighty One and 
coming on the clouds of heaven.” 
65 Then the high priest tore his clothes 
and said, “He has spoken blasphemy!  



66 What do you think?” “He is worthy 
of death,” they answered. 67 Then they 
spit in his face and struck him with 
their fists. Others slapped him 68 and 
said, “Prophesy to us, Messiah. Who 
hit you?” 

Matthew 26:57-68, NIV  



The Lord’s Prayer 
& 

Pastoral Prayer 



Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, your will be done, 

    on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 

And forgive us our sins, 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 

For yours is the kingdom and the power 

and the glory forever. Amen. 



Pastoral 
Prayer 



A Classic Mistrial 

59 The chief priests and the whole 
Sanhedrin were looking for false 
evidence against Jesus so that they 
could put him to death. 60 But they did 
not find any, though many false 
witnesses came forward. 



59 The chief priests and the whole 
Sanhedrin were looking for false 
evidence against Jesus so that they 
could put him to death. 60 But they did 
not find any, though many false 
witnesses came forward. 



Witness for the Prosecution 

Finally two came forward 61 and 
declared, “This fellow said, ‘I am able 
to destroy the temple of God and 
rebuild it in three days.’” 



“This fellow said, ‘I am able to destroy 
the temple of God and rebuild it in 
three days.’” Matt 26:61 

Jesus answered them, “[You] Destroy 
this temple, and I will raise it again in 
three days.”  John 2:19 



What is your plea? 

62 Then the high priest stood up and 
said to Jesus, “Are you not going to 
answer? What is this testimony that 
these men are bringing against you?” 
63 But Jesus remained silent. 



Taking the Fifth: 

62 Then the high priest stood up and 
said to Jesus, “Are you not going to 
answer? What is this testimony that 
these men are bringing against you?” 
63 But Jesus remained silent. 



Required to testify… 

63… The high priest said to him, “I 
charge you under oath by the living 
God: Tell us if you are the Messiah, the 
Son of God.”  



Tell us if you are the Messiah, the Son 
of God.” 64 “You have said so,” Jesus 
replied. “But I say to all of you: From 
now on you will see the Son of Man 
sitting at the right hand of the Mighty 
One and coming on the clouds of 
heaven.” 



Jesus’ choices: 

1. Refuse to testify? 

2. Deny the charge? 

3. Affirm the charge? 



Jesus’ choices…and consequences: 

1. Refuse to testify? Break a legally 
binding oath. 

2. Deny the charge? Crisis is over, and so 
is his power. 

3. Affirm the charge? Face the death 
penalty. 

 



This sort of Messiah, folks: 

The LORD says to my lord: “Sit at my right hand 
until I make your enemies a footstool for your 
feet.” Psalm 110:1 
 “In my vision at night I looked, and there before 
me was one like a son of man, coming with the 
clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of 
Days and was led into his presence. Daniel 7:13 



Conviction & Sentencing 

65 Then the high priest tore his clothes 
and said, “He has spoken blasphemy! 
66 What do you think?” “He is worthy 
of death,” they answered. 
 



Let’s get physical… 

67 Then they spit in his face and struck 
him with their fists. Others slapped 
him 68 and said, “Prophesy to us, 
Messiah. Who hit you?” 



In Conclusion 
• This trial represents the Jewish leaders’ complete 

rejection of Jesus and his prophetic voice. 
• In every respect this trial was unfair and unjust. 
• It is entirely possible for devoutly religious people 

to reject Jesus without actually considering the 
evidence. 

• It is possible to be in the wrong place for saying 
and doing the right things. 



Just one more thing: 

Do you solemnly swear that you will 
tell the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth, so help you 
God? 

Courtroom Oath 



Nothing but the Truth 

• Income Tax Returns 

• Sworn & Unsworn Testimony in Court 

• Parents, Teachers, and others in Authority 

• Our Peers 

• Our Identification with Jesus Christ 

 



Let 
us 

pray… 


