
Peter disowns Jesus 

Matthew 26:69-75 





Peter Disowns Jesus 
69 Now Peter was sitting out in 
the courtyard, and a servant girl 
came to him. “You also were with 
Jesus of Galilee,” she said. 
70 But he denied it before them 
all. “I don’t know what you’re 
talking about,” he said. 



71 Then he went out to the 
gateway, where another servant 
girl saw him and said to the 
people there, “This fellow was 
with Jesus of Nazareth.” 
72 He denied it again, with an 
oath: “I don’t know the man!” 



73 After a little while, those 
standing there went up to Peter 
and said, “Surely you are one of 
them; your accent gives you 
away.” 
74 Then he began to call down 
curses, and he swore to them, “I 
don’t know the man!” 



Immediately a rooster crowed. 
75 Then Peter remembered the 
word Jesus had spoken: “Before 
the rooster crows, you will 
disown me three times.” And he 
went outside and wept bitterly. 

Matthew 26:69-75 
New International Version 

 

 

 

 



The Lord’s Prayer 
& 

Pastoral Prayer 



Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your 
name, 
 your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
And forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. 

For yours is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory forever. Amen. 



Pastoral Prayer 





The Chair of Peter 



The Pope speaks “ex cathedra” 
The Roman Pontiff and the bishops are 
"authentic teachers, that is, teachers 
endowed with the authority of Christ, who 
preach the faith to the people entrusted to 
them, the faith to be believed and put into 
practice…The supreme degree of participation 
in the authority of Christ is ensured by the 
charism of infallibility. 

Catechism of the Catholic Church 
§2034-2035 



So, this guy Peter must be some 
kind of hero of the Church, eh? 



Denial #1 
Now Peter was sitting out in the 

courtyard, and a servant girl came to 
him. “You also were with Jesus of 
Galilee,” she said. 

 

But he denied it before them all. “I 
don’t know what you’re talking 
about,” he said. 



Question #1 

How do we explain 
Peter’s presence in the 

Courtyard? 



Denial #2 

Then he went out to the gateway, where 
another servant girl saw him and said 
to the people there, “This fellow was 
with Jesus of Nazareth.”  

 

He denied it again, with an oath: “I don’t 
know the man!” 



Question #2 

Why did Peter feel it necessary 
or expedient to follow his 
second denial with an oath? 



Denial #3 
After a little while, those standing there 

went up to Peter and said, “Surely you 
are one of them; your accent gives you 
away.”  

 
Then he began to call down curses, and 

he swore to them, “I don’t know the 
man!” 



Question #3 

How do we explain Peter’s 
calling-down curses in this 

third denial? 



Bitter Remorse… 

Immediately a rooster crowed. 

 

Then Peter remembered the word Jesus 
had spoken: “Before the rooster crows, 
you will disown me three times.”  

 

And he went outside and wept bitterly. 



Take-aways from the Courtyard: 

1. Jesus doesn’t call us to be spectators 
or commentators. 
 

2. It is impossible to live for Christ 
without taking risks. 
 

3. People need to be broken before they 
can be fixed. 
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Let 
us 

Pray… 


