
Peter’s 

Denial 

Mark 

14:66-72 



Peter Denies Jesus 
66 And as Peter was below in the courtyard, 
one of the servant girls of the high priest 
came, 67 and seeing Peter warming himself, 
she looked at him and said, “You also were 
with the Nazarene, Jesus.” 68 But he denied it, 
saying, “I neither know nor understand what 
you mean.” 



And he went out into the gateway and the 
rooster crowed. 69 And the servant girl saw 
him and began again to say to the bystanders, 
“This man is one of them.” 70 But again he 
denied it. And after a little while the 
bystanders again said to Peter, “Certainly you 
are one of them, for you are a Galilean.” 



71 But he began to invoke a curse on himself 
and to swear, “I do not know this man of 
whom you speak.” 72 And immediately the 
rooster crowed a second time. And Peter 
remembered how Jesus had said to him, 
“Before the rooster crows twice, you will 
deny me three times.” And he broke down 
and wept.                             Mark 14:66-72, ESV 

 



The Lord’s Prayer 

& 

Pastoral Prayer 



Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who 
sin against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For yours is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever. Amen. 



Pastoral 

Prayer 



Just a little context: 
26 And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the 
Mount of Olives. 27 And Jesus said to them, “You will all 
fall away, for it is written, ‘I will strike the shepherd, and 
the sheep will be scattered.’ 28 But after I am raised up, I 
will go before you to Galilee.” 29 Peter said to him, “Even 
though they all fall away, I will not.” 30 And Jesus said to 
him, “Truly, I tell you, this very night, before the rooster 
crows twice, you will deny me three times.” 31 But he said 
emphatically, “If I must die with you, I will not deny you.” 
And they all said the same.  Mark 14:26-31 



Peter the Spectator? 
66 And as Peter was below in the courtyard, 
one of the servant girls of the high priest 
came, 67 and seeing Peter warming himself, 
she looked at him and said, “You also were 
with the Nazarene, Jesus.” 68 But he denied it, 
saying, “I neither know nor understand what 
you mean.” 



Peter Recognized 
66 And as Peter was below in the courtyard, 
one of the servant girls of the high priest 
came, 67 and seeing Peter warming himself, 
she looked at him and said, “You also were 
with the Nazarene, Jesus.” 68 But he denied it, 
saying, “I neither know nor understand what 
you mean.” 



Peter’s First Denial 
66 And as Peter was below in the courtyard, 
one of the servant girls of the high priest 
came, 67 and seeing Peter warming himself, 
she looked at him and said, “You also were 
with the Nazarene, Jesus.” 68 But he denied it, 
saying, “I neither know nor understand what 
you mean.” 



Peter’s Second Denial 

69 And the servant girl saw him and began again 
to say to the bystanders, “This man is one of 
them.” 70 But again he denied it.  
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Peter’s Third Denial 
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What does this all mean to us? 

1. All four Gospels paint the same dismal 
picture of the strongest Apostle under stress. 

2. Jesus was not surprised at all by his failure. 

3. Peter is left facing the reality of who he is. 
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Facing Ourselves 

All men are born with a sinful nature, are 
separated from the life of God, and can be saved 
only through the atoning work of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

Alliance Statement of  Faith 



Today’s Take-home 

• We all flame-out, just at different altitudes 

• Don’t believe your own press-clippings 

• You and I have +99% DNA in common with St. 
Peter, Barack Obama, Hilary Clinton, and 
Donald Trump. 

• Reflect on your failures… and learn from them! 
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Let us 

pray… 


