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A Quick Overview 

I. Misery 
II. Deliverance 
   God the Father 
   God the Son 
   God the Holy Spirit 
   The Holy Sacraments 
   Holy Baptism 
   The Holy Supper of Jesus Christ 
III. Gratitude 
   The Ten Commandments 
   The Lord’s Prayer 

 



The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
      creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
      who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
      and born of the virgin Mary. 
      He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
      was crucified, died, and was buried; 
      he descended to hell. 
      The third day he rose again from the dead. 
      He ascended to heaven 
      and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
      From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
      the holy catholic* church, 
      the communion of saints, 
      the forgiveness of sins, 
      the resurrection of the body, 
      and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Last Week: 

36. How does the holy 
conception and birth of 
Christ benefit you? 



36. How does the holy conception 
and birth of Christ benefit you? 

He is our mediator and, in God’s sight, 
he covers with his innocence and 
perfect holiness my sinfulness in which 
I was conceived. 



Tonight’s Questions: 

37. What do you understand 
by the word “suffered”?  
38. Why did he suffer “under 
Pontius Pilate” as judge? 
39. Is it significant that he was 
“crucified” instead of dying 
some other way? 
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37. What do you understand by the word 
“suffered”?  

That during his whole life on earth, but 
especially at the end, Christ sustained in 
body and soul the wrath of God against the 
sin of the whole human race. This he did in 
order that, by his suffering as the only 
atoning sacrifice, he might deliver us, body 
and soul, from eternal condemnation, and 
gain for us God’s grace, righteousness, and 
eternal life.  

 



Substitutionary Death 

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and 
only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not 
perish but have eternal life.  John 3:16 

 

Surely he took up our pain and bore our suffering, 
yet we considered him punished by God, stricken by 
him, and afflicted. But he was pierced for our 
transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; 
the punishment that brought us peace was on him, 
and by his wounds we are healed.  Isaiah 53:4,5 



Atoning Sacrifice 

He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not 
only for ours but also for the sins of the whole 
world.  I John 2:2 

 

This is love: not that we loved God, but that he 
loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice 
for our sins.  I John 4:10 



The Atoning Sacrifice 

God presented Christ as a sacrifice of 
atonement, through the shedding of his blood—
to be received by faith. He did this to 
demonstrate his righteousness, because in his 
forbearance he had left the sins committed 
beforehand unpunished—  Romans 3:25 

 

For by one sacrifice he has made perfect forever 
those who are being made holy. Hebrews 10:14 



The Great Sin-bearer 

 “He himself bore our sins” in his body on the 
cross, so that we might die to sins and live for 
righteousness; “by his wounds you have been 
healed.”  I Peter 2:24 

 

For Christ also suffered once for sins, the 
righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to 
God. He was put to death in the body but made 
alive in the Spirit.  I Peter 3:18 



38. Why did he suffer “under 
Pontius Pilate” as judge? 

So that he, though innocent, might 
be condemned by an earthly judge, 
and so free us from the severe 
judgment of God that was to fall on 
us. 
 



Condemned by the Judge 

Pilate called together the chief priests, the 
rulers and the people, and said to them, 
“You brought me this man as one who was 
inciting the people to rebellion. I have 
examined him in your presence and have 
found no basis for your charges against 
him. Neither has Herod, for he sent him 
back to us; as you can see, he has done 
nothing to deserve death.  



Therefore, I will punish him and then 
release him.”   

But the whole crowd shouted, “Away with 
this man! Release Barabbas to 
us!” (Barabbas had been thrown into 
prison for an insurrection in the city, and 
for murder.) Wanting to release Jesus, 
Pilate appealed to them again. But they 
kept shouting, “Crucify him! Crucify him!” 
For the third time he spoke to them: 



“Why? What crime has this man 
committed? I have found in him no 
grounds for the death penalty. Therefore I 
will have him punished and then release 
him.” But with loud shouts they insistently 
demanded that he be crucified, and their 
shouts prevailed. So Pilate decided to grant 
their demand.       Luke 23:13-24 

 



Under Pontius Pilate 

Pilate came out again and said to them, 
“Behold, I am bringing Him out to you so 
that you may know that I find no guilt in 
Him.” …As a result of this Pilate made 
efforts to release Him, but the Jews cried 
out saying, “If you release this Man, you 
are no friend of Caesar; everyone who 
makes himself out to be a king opposes 
Caesar.” 



Therefore when Pilate heard these words, he 
brought Jesus out, and sat down on the 
judgment seat at a place called The Pavement, 
but in Hebrew, Gabbatha.  Now it was the day of 
preparation for the Passover; it was about the 
sixth hour. And he said to the Jews, “Behold, 
your King!”  So they cried out, “Away with Him, 
away with Him, crucify Him!” Pilate said to 
them, “Shall I crucify your King?” The chief 
priests answered, “We have no king but Caesar.” 
So he then handed Him over to them to be 
crucified.                                      John 19:4, 12-16 



In Our Place 

Surely he took up our pain and bore our 
suffering, yet we considered him punished 
by God, stricken by him, and afflicted. 
5 But he was pierced for our transgressions, 
he was crushed for our iniquities; the 
punishment that brought us peace was on 
him, and by his wounds we are healed. 

Isaiah 53:4,5 



39. Is it significant that he was 
“crucified” instead of dying some 

other way? 

Yes. By this I am convinced that he 
shouldered the curse which lay on me, 
since death by crucifixion was cursed 
by God. 



Cursed by God 

 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by 
becoming a curse for us, for it is written: 
“Cursed is everyone who is hung on a pole 
[tree].” Galatians 3:10-13 

 

you must not leave the body hanging on the 
pole overnight. Be sure to bury it that same day, 
because anyone who is hung on a pole[tree] is 
under God’s curse.  Deuteronomy 21:23 



Wrap-up thus far: 

1. Jesus’ suffering and death at the hands of 
Pilate’s Roman soldiers was the precise 
fulfillment of a range of prophetic verses. 

 

2. The circumstances of his death were a 
unique matrix of facts and events designed to 
bring about our salvation according to God’s 
own plan. 
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Let’s sing a 
Good Friday 

Hymn! 



Hallelujah, What a Savior! 

“Man of Sorrows!” what a name 
For the Son of God, who came 
Ruined sinners to reclaim. 
Hallelujah! What a Savior! 

 

Bearing shame and scoffing rude, 
In my place condemned He stood; 
Sealed my pardon with His blood. 
Hallelujah! What a Savior! 



Guilty, vile, and helpless we; 
Spotless Lamb of God was He; 
“Full atonement!” can it be? 
Hallelujah! What a Savior! 

 

Lifted up was He to die; 
“It is finished!” was His cry; 
Now in Heav’n exalted high. 
Hallelujah! What a Savior! 



When He comes, our glorious King, 
All His ransomed home to bring, 
Then anew His song we’ll sing: 
Hallelujah! What a Savior! 



Let us 
pray 


