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The Visit of the Magi 













After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in 

Judea, during the time of King Herod, 

Magi from the east came to Jerusalem 

and asked, “Where is the one who has 

been born king of the Jews? We saw 

his star when it rose and have come to 

worship him.” 



When King Herod heard this he was 

disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 

When he had called together all the 

people’s chief priests and teachers of 

the law, he asked them where the 

Messiah was to be born. “In Bethlehem 

in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what 

the prophet has written: 



“‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of 

Judah, are by no means least among 

the rulers of Judah; for out of you will 

come a ruler who will shepherd my 

people Israel.’” Then Herod called the 

Magi secretly and found out from them 

the exact time the star had appeared.  



He sent them to Bethlehem and said, 
“Go and search carefully for the child. 
As soon as you find him, report to me, 
so that I too may go and worship him.” 
After they had heard the king, they 
went on their way, and the star they 
had seen when it rose went ahead of 
them until it stopped over the place 
where the child was.  



When they saw the star, they were 

overjoyed. On coming to the house, 

they saw the child with his mother Mary, 

and they bowed down and worshiped 

him. Then they opened their treasures 

and presented him with gifts of gold, 

frankincense and myrrh.  



And having been warned in a dream 

not to go back to Herod, they returned 

to their country by another route. 

Matthew 2:1-12 



1.  A Life of Seeking 

2.  A Life of Worship 

3.  A Life of Giving 

A Paradigm for the Christian Life: 



#1. Seeking 





“Ulysses,” Alfred, Lord Tennyson  

Tho' much is taken, much abides; and tho'  

We are not now that strength which in old 

days moved heaven and earth; that which we 

are, we are;  

One equal temper of heroic hearts,  

Made weak by time and fate, but strong in will  

To strive, to seek, to find, and not to yield.  



Magi from the east came to 

Jerusalem and asked, “Where 

is the one who has been born 

King of the Jews?” 

A Life of Seeking 



The Lord looks down from heaven on 

all mankind to see if there are any who 

understand, any who seek God. 

Psalm 14:2 



One thing I ask from the Lord, this only 

do I seek: that I may dwell in the house 

of the Lord all the days of my life, to 

gaze on the beauty of the Lord and to 

seek him in his temple. 

Psalm 27:4 



You, God, are my God, earnestly I 

seek you; I thirst for you, my whole 

being longs for you, in a dry and 

parched land where there is no water. 

Psalm 63:1 

Seeking God 



 “And why do you worry about clothes? See how the flowers 
of the field grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you that 
not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of 
these. If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which 
is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not 
much more clothe you—you of little faith? So do not worry, 
saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or 
‘What shall we wear?’ For the pagans run after all these 
things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. 
But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all 
these things will be given to you as well. 

Matthew 6:28-33 

A Way of Thinking… 



1. Do I seek the Lord, or am I just looking for 
answers to prayer? 

2. Do I thirst for the presence of God in my 
life? 

3. Do I seek the Lord at the beginning of my 
day? 

4. Do I seek the Lord in the planning and 
direction of my life? 

5. What does it cost me to seek God? 

A Life of Seeking 
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A Life of Seeking 



#2. Worship 



Emperor Hirohito (Japan) 
1901-1989 





“We saw his star in the east and 

have come to worship him”… On 

coming to the house, they saw the 

child with his mother Mary, and they 

bowed down and worshiped him. 

A Life of Worship 



Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his 

name; worship the Lord in the 

splendor of his holiness.  Psalm 29:2 



Come, let us bow down in worship, let 

us kneel before the Lord our Maker, for 

he is our God, and we are the people 

of his pasture, the flock under his care. 

Psalm 95:6-7 



Worship the Lord with gladness; come 

before him with joyful songs. 

Psalm 100:2 



With my mouth I will greatly extol the 

Lord; in the great throng of worshipers 
I will praise him.         Psalm 109:30 



1. Is worship an event to attend or a 

lifestyle to engage? 

2. Why is bowing-down part of worship? 

3. What are the marks of submission to 

Jesus Christ in my life? 

4. How does the embrace of worship re-

order my thinking? 

A Life of Worship 



#3. Giving 







“between the hedges” 



 Georgia Football Revenue = 

$68 million/yr  

 Contributions to UGA Football = 

$27.6 million/yr 

 Given per UGA player = 

$281,633/yr 

Giving to Athletics at UGA… 



 Georgia Football Revenue = 

$68 million/yr [$54.8 million GCF] 

 Contributions to UGA Football = 

$27.6 million/yr [$43.3 million GCF gifts] 

 Given per UGA player = 

$281,633/yr  [$64 thousand/I.W./yr]  

Giving to Athletics at UGA… 



Then they opened their treasures 

and presented him with gifts of gold 

and of incense and of myrrh. 

A Life of Giving 



 For God so loved the world that he 

gave his one and only Son, that 

whoever believes in him shall not 
perish but have eternal life.  John 3:16 



For where your treasure is, there will 
your heart be also.  Matthew 6:21 



And they exceeded our expectations: 

They gave themselves first of all to the 

Lord, and then by the will of God also 
to us.  II Corinthians 8:5 



1. Is our giving the paying of a bill, a 

consequence, or act of worship? 

2. Is our giving “first fruits” or 

“leftovers”? 

3. Are we giving to a project or ministry, 

or are we giving to the LORD? 

A Life of Giving 



Let us pray… 


